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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of James R. "Buddy" Johns Sr.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to James R. "Buddy" Johns Sr., and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, "Buddy" Johns was born on May 14, 1931, a native of Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on April 22, 2002; and

WHEREAS, "Buddy" Johns was the loving son of the late Simon and Beulah Crammer Johns; he was the devoted husband of Carolyn Johns, and he was the loving father of a son, James R. Johns, Jr., and two daughters, Susan D. Johns and Ellen J. Johns, and he was the proud grandfather of a grandson, Scott James Johns; and he also leaves behind a loving brother, Irvin Johns, and a loving sister, Marilyn Burdine; and

WHEREAS, "Buddy" Johns graduated from Fairdale High School where he was selected to the Kentucky All-State football team; he graduated from the Kentucky School of Mortuary Science and from Eastern Kentucky University School of Law Enforcement; and he served his country with pride and distinction as a Lieutenant in the United States Army, while also serving during the Korean War; and

WHEREAS, "Buddy" Johns was an esteemed member of the Jefferson County community where he was a member of Walnut Street Baptist Church; he was a successful businessman, and the former owner of McDaniel Funeral Home of Highland Park and Johns Funeral Home in Okolona; he was a past managing partner of the Kentuckiana Auto Auction, and a former independent real estate broker who developed two subdivisions in Okolona; and

WHEREAS, "Buddy" Johns was a loyal member of the Democratic Party and a member of several local Democratic clubs in the Louisville area where he formerly served as a Democratic group leader in the forty-eighth Legislative District, and he was founder and past president of the Highland Park Democratic Club; and

WHEREAS, "Buddy" Johns worked in local and state government for many years, serving as deputy sheriff, and as Colonel and director of communications for the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office, and he was the past president of the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge No. 25; he served as Alcohol Beverage Control administrator for the City of Louisville, and as director of the Prosecutor's Advisory Council in the Attorney General's Office; and

WHEREAS, most recently, "Buddy" Johns renewed his interest in and love for the thoroughbred industry, taking great pride and satisfaction in being a thoroughbred owner and trainer, and as a member of the Horsemen's Benevolent and Protective Association; and

WHEREAS, the passing of "Buddy" Johns has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of James R. "Buddy" Johns, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of James R. "Buddy" Johns.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable Susan D. Johns, 3120 Runnymede Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40222.
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