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Bill Number:
HB 105 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to crimes against disabled adults and elder persons and declaring an emergency


Sponsor(s):   Rep Feeley
Introduction Date:1/7/03
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Establish new KRS Chapter 535, relating to crimes against disabled adults and elder persons, and create new sections thereof to define terms and establish first through fourth degree crimes of abuse, neglect, and exploitation; create a new section of KRS Chapter 455 to provide speedy trial provisions in the prosecution of Kentucky Penal Code offenses where the victim is of the age of sixty-five or older; amend KRS 387.510 to specify that law enforcement agency is an interested party; amend 387.530 to provide that a law enforcement agent investigation abuse, neglect, or exploitation allegation may file a disability petition for alleged victim; amend KRS 387.770 to provide that law enforcement agent, county attorney, or Commonwealth's attorney need only request access to confidential disability records from the clerk of the court; amend KRS 209.150, 209.990, and 508.090 to conform; make technical amendments to KRS 209.010, 209.020, 209.030, 210.045, and 610.127; name act "The 2003 Kentucky Crimes Against Disabled Adults and Elder Persons Act;" and declare EMERGENCY.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill creates several new felony charges for crimes against disabled adults and elder persons. They include Abuse I, II, III; Neglect I, II, III; and Exploitation I, II, III.  While these are similar to current statutes the felony class on some of these crimes is higher than specified by current law.  This results in greater sentence length and, therefore, longer time-served.

In addition, this bill significantly expands the circumstances of covered offenses and, therefore, the likelihood that the number of persons who will be convicted of these crimes will increase greatly compared to current statutes.  Due to the fact that this bill creates felonies ranging from Class B to Class D, the sentences could vary widely as well as average time served compared to current statutes.  As a result, it is difficult to render a precise overall impact of the bill.

Nonetheless, the Department of Corrections (DOC) estimates that if this bill is enacted, it could result in approximately four additional inmates in FY 04 with an average sentence of ten years (average time-served of 41 months) and nine additional inmates in FY 05. 



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Based upon the facts and assumptions noted above, the DOC estimates that this bill could result in approximately four additional inmates in FY 04 at a cost of approximately $42,000 and nine additional inmates in FY 05 at a cost of approximately $97,000.

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections.



Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    
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