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THIS LEGISLATION CONTAINS A MANDATED HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFIT

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
As Required By KRS 6.948, The Sponsor Of A Bill And Any Member Proposing An Amendment To A Bill That Contains A Mandated Health Insurance Benefit Must Provide A Financial Impact Statement To Members Of The Committee To Which The Legislation Is Assigned Before A Vote Is Taken By The Committee On The Bill.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
A Majority Of The Committee Members Present May Request The Department Of Insurance To Review The Financial Impact Statement And Report To The Committee On The Impact Of The Legislation On Health Insurance Rates.

Summary:

This bill mandates health benefit plans to cover all colorectal cancer examinations and lab tests specified by American Cancer Society guidelines for colorectal screening of asymptomatic individuals who are 50 years of age or older or less than 50 years of age if the individual is at high risk for colorectal cancer according to cancer screening guidelines of the American Cancer Society.

The bill provides that coverage shall not be subject to a separate deductible or coinsurance, but may be subject to the same deductible and coinsurance established for other lab testing under the health benefit plan. 

According to the American Cancer Society (ACS), cancers of the colon and rectum combined (colorectal) are the third most common site of new cases and deaths in both men and women. ACS estimated 148,300 new cases in 2002 and 56,600 deaths from the disease in 2002. Colorectal cancer incidence rates in Kentucky exceed the national average for both men and women. ACS estimated that 900 persons will die of colorectal cancer in Kentucky in 2002 and 2,300 new cases will be reported. Colorectal cancer death rates in Kentucky exceed the national average.

1.
Will the coverage increase or decrease the cost of the treatment or services?

Insurance coverage for this coverage should not affect the cost of the

treatment.

2.
Will the coverage increase the appropriate use of the treatment or service?
Some persons would seek the treatments whether insurance covered the cost or not. For other persons who are insured, the mandated coverages could increase the use of the treatment or service where cost had been a factor.

3.
Will the treatment or service be a substitute for more expensive treatment or coverage?

Colorectal screenings could catch cancer in an early stage and prevent more expensive treatment if the cancer had grown undetected. However, one could argue there is no guarantee that these preventive measures will prevent the development of cancer in a person. 
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