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AN ACT relating to river corridors.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 65 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in Sections 1 to 5 of this Act unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:
(1)
"Local government" means a city, county, urban-county government, charter county government or consolidated local government; and

(2)
"Executive authority" means either the mayor or county judge/executive of a local government, whichever is applicable.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 65 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A local government may form a river corridor improvement area by ordinance.

(2)
A river corridor improvement area may also be formed in the same manner set out for special districts specified in KRS 65.810 to KRS 65.830. A river corridor improvement area shall not be considered a special district under the provisions of KRS 65.060 no matter how it is formed.

(3)
Two (2) or more local governments may form a river corridor improvement area in accordance with the provisions of KRS 65.160 and 65.162.

(4)
The proposed boundaries of a river corridor improvement area shall be:

(a)
Contiguous to a river; and

(b)
No further than two (2) miles perpendicularly from the river.

(5)
A river corridor improvement area may be altered or dissolved in accordance with the provisions of KRS 65.166 to 65.176.
(6)
A person may request the local government of jurisdiction to include or exclude property owned by the person within or outside of, whichever the case may be, the boundary of the river corridor improvement area if the property is contiguous to the existing boundary. The person shall present to the legislative body of the local government a written statement describing the reasons for inclusion or exclusion. If the local government finds the reasons satisfactory, then it may change the boundaries of the river corridor improvement area to include or exclude that property.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 65 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
For each river corridor improvement district created, there shall be established a river corridor advisory board. The members of the board shall be as follows:

(a)
From each local government having jurisdiction within the river corridor improvement district:

1.
Two (2) members of the local legislative body appointed by the executive authority from the local government;

2.
Two (2) members appointed by the executive authority who are employees or officers of the local government and are not members of the local legislative body;

2.
Three (3) at large citizens appointed by the executive authority who reside within the river corridor improvement area; and

3.
The executive director or the executive director's designee of the area development districts in which the river corridor improvement area is located; and

(b)
From the executive branch of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:
1.
The director, or the director's designee, of the Kentucky Housing Corporation;
2.
The commissioner, or the commissioner's designee, of the Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development;
3.
The commissioner, or the commissioner's designee, of the Kentucky Department for Natural Resources and Environmental Protection;
4.
The commissioner, or the commissioner's designee, of the Kentucky Department of Transportation; and
5.
The commissioner, or the commissioner's designee, of the Kentucky Department for Local Government.
(2)
The terms of office upon initial creation shall be staggered, and then upon successive appointment or designation shall be for four (4) years. Designees and appointees may succeed themselves in office and shall serve until their successors are appointed.

(3)
Any vacancy on the board shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment.

(4)
The board shall elect one (1) of its members to serve as chair for a term of one (1) year.

(5)
The board shall meet at the call of the chair, but at least on a quarterly basis each calendar year.

(6)
The appointing or designating authority for each board member shall reimburse the board member for expenses incurred in the performance of the board member's duty.

(7)
The local governments in which a river corridor improvement district is established shall provide staff and meeting space for the board. When the boundaries of a river corridor improvement area include more than one (1) local government, the costs shall be divided by agreement among the local governments having a portion of the river corridor improvement area within their jurisdiction.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 65 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The river corridor advisory board may adopt rules governing the conduct of its meetings, the creation of meeting agendas, and other procedural matters it deems necessary.

(2)
The board shall act in an advisory capacity to assist the local governments that have established a river corridor improvement area in matters including, but not necessarily limited to:

(a)
Environmental issues related to the river and greenway areas associated with the river;

(b)
Development and preservation of the river corridor improvement area through appropriate planning and zoning and other means;

(c)
Housing within and immediately adjacent to the river corridor improvement area;

(d)
Economic development within and immediately adjacent to the river corridor improvement area; and

(e)
Infrastructure management within and immediately adjacent to the river corridor improvement area.

SECTION 5.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 65 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

A local government that has established a river corridor improvement area may levy an ad valorem tax of no greater than ten cents ($0.10) per one hundred dollars ($100) on real and personal property within the boundaries of the river corridor improvement area. The tax shall be collected in the same manner as are county ad valorem taxes. This tax shall be used solely for projects and improvements as specified in Section 4 of this Act within the boundaries of the river corridor improvement area as determined by the local government in consideration of the recommendations of the river corridor advisory board.
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