UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  01/07/03
03 REG. SESS.
03 RS BR 338


AN ACT relating to prescriptions for controlled substances.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 311 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The board shall establish a Pain Management Committee to study and recommend policy guidelines on pain management for patients in Kentucky experiencing any type of pain.

(2)
The Pain Management Committee shall be chaired by the executive director of the board and shall be composed of:

(a)
The executive director of the Kentucky Medical Association or designee;

(b)
The executive director of the Kentucky Pharmacy Association or designee;

(c)
The executive director of the Kentucky Board of Nursing or designee;

(d)
The executive director of the Kentucky Hospital Association or designee;

(e)
One (1) representative from the University of Kentucky College of Medicine appointed by the dean of the College of Medicine, and one (1) representative from the University of Louisville School of Medicine, appointed by the dean of the School of Medicine. The representatives shall have experience and expertise in pain management or palliative care;

(f)
Three (3) physicians appointed from a list of three (3) licensed and actively practicing physicians for each vacancy submitted by the Kentucky Medical Association, two (2) of whom shall be specialists in pain management or palliative care;

(g)
Three (3) pharmacists appointed from a list of three (3) licensed and actively practicing pharmacists for each vacancy submitted by the Kentucky Pharmacy Association, at least one (1) of whom shall be designated as the representative of the University of Kentucky College of Pharmacy;

(h)
One (1) physician's assistant appointed by the executive director of the Kentucky Medical Association from a list of three (3) licensed and actively practicing physician's assistants submitted by the board;

(i)
Two (2) representatives of the Cabinet for Health Services appointed by the secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services, one (1) of whom shall be familiar with the Kentucky All Schedule Prescription Electronic Reporting (KASPER);

(j)
One (1) representative of the Office of Attorney General appointed by the Attorney General; and

(k)
One (1) representative of the Justice Cabinet appointed by the secretary of the Justice Cabinet.
(3)
The Pain Management Committee shall meet at least quarterly, or upon the call of the chair, and shall conduct the first meeting within sixty days of the effective date of this Act. All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Open Meetings Act, KRS 61.805 to 61.850.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 311 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Pain Management Committee shall have at least the following duties:

(a)
Study the legal, fiscal, and other barriers to pain management, including but not limited to:

1.
Policies governing the prescribing, administering, or dispensing of controlled substances;
2.
Policies, administrative regulations, and state laws relating to the prescribing of controlled substances for medical purposes;
3.
State health policies relating to the regulation and funding of pain assessment and treatment by specialists; and
4.
Drug enforcement policies;
(b)
Review the Revised Uniform Controlled Substances Act of 1994, the Attorney General's 1997 Task Force on Prescription Drug Abuse, the Guidelines for Prescribing Controlled Substances of the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure, the 2001 Governor's Task Force on Oxycontin, the report of the End-Of-Life Care Subcommittee of the Health and Welfare Committee, and other statutory, regulatory, and professional conduct requirements; and

(c)
Recommend policies to address the prescribing of controlled substances and policies to improve pain management including education and awareness of medical professionals, law enforcement and regulatory officials, and the general public.
(2)
The Pain Management Committee shall report its findings and recommendations to the Governor and the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare by September 30, 2004.

(3)
The Pain Management Committee shall cease to exist September 30, 2004 unless otherwise authorized by the General Assembly.
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