VETO MESSAGE

FROM THE GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

VETO OF HB 132


I, Paul E. Patton, Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, pursuant to the authority vested in me by Section 88 of the Kentucky Constitution, do hereby veto House Bill 132 entitled, “An Act relating to the public good and declaring an emergency.”  This bill contains a variety of amendments including amendments relating to county officials, the executive branch ethics code and amendments to KRS Chapter 164 which change residency requirements for gubernatorial appointees to the Board of Regents for each of Kentucky’s public universities.


HB 132 is violative of Section 51 of Kentucky’s Constitution which requires that laws enacted by the General Assembly must not relate to more than one subject which must be expressed in the title to the bill.  Further the provisions of the bill appear inconsistent and in parts retroactive, as they relate to state universities, which by law must be expressly stated.  For these reasons, and in light of the ambiguity of the legislation and pending litigation regarding its intent, I am exercising my veto authority over HB 132.


Done this 3rd day of April, 2003


/s/ Paul E. Patton, Governor

