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AN ACT relating to human embryos.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 438 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Destructive research" means medical procedures, scientific or laboratory research, or other kind of investigation that kills or injures the subject of the research, but does not include:
1.
In vitro fertilization and accompanying embryo transfer to a woman's body; or
2.
Any diagnostic procedure that may benefit the human embryo subject to the tests.
(b)
"Gamete" means a human sperm or unfertilized human ovum.

(c)
"Human embryo" means a genetically complete living organism of the species homo sapiens, from the single cell stage to eight weeks development, that is not located in a woman's body.
(2)
It shall be unlawful for any person to:

(a)
Intentionally or knowingly conduct destructive research on a human embryo;
(b)
Buy, sell, receive, or otherwise transfer a human embryo with the knowledge that the embryo will be subjected to destructive research; or
(c)
Buy, sell, receive, or otherwise transfer gametes with the knowledge that a human embryo to be used in destructive research will be produced from the gametes.
(3)
(a)
A cause of action for civil penalties may be brought on behalf of the Commonwealth by any public official with appropriate authority and jurisdiction to prosecute or enforce the laws of the Commonwealth, against any person who violates this section.
(b)
Judgment against a defendant in a cause of action brought under this subsection shall result in a civil penalty of not less than two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) nor more than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000). 
(4)
Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a Class C felony.
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