
CORRECTIONS IMPACT STATEMENT
Revised 1/28/03

BR#
197


Bill Number:
HB 21 GA
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments. 





Sponsor(s):   Rep Vincent
Introduction Date:     
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 532.110 relating to concurrent and consecutive sentencing to remove the seventy-year limit on sentences.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill removes the current cap, passed by the 1998 Legislature, of 70 years on consecutive sentences.  Serving 85% of a 70-year sentence is 59.6 years.  An adult felon convicted of a serious violent or sex offense (defined by KRS 439.4301) at age 18 would then be nearly 78 years old (59.6 + 18 = 77.6) prior to consideration for parole or any other type of release.  A felon in his mid-twenties which is more typical would, therefore, be nearly 85 years old prior to parole eligibility.

While the Department of Corrections (DOC) receives few inmates with a consecutive sentence of greater than 70 years, most of these inmates fall into the serious violent and sex offense categories defined by KRS 439.3401 requiring they serve 85% of their sentence prior to parole eligibility.  For many offenders, this bill creates the equivalent of a life sentence without the benefit of parole when currently that sentence is reserved for capital crimes. Removing this 70-year cap would have no impact on the DOC in the present biennium or for many decades to come. 

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The DOC anticipates that passage of this bill would have no immediate fiscal impact on this Department or an impact for almost 60 years.  The reason for this is that under the current maximum consecutive sentence of 70 years, an offender must serve 85% or 59.6 years prior to parole eligibility.  Raising that cap would, therefore, simply extend an offender’s time-served beyond 59.6 years, very far in the distant future.  Increasing the cap will add to the long-term crowding of Kentucky’s institutions because of the likelihood that these offenders will occupy beds for the remainder of their natural life.  This means that there will be a corresponding rising cost in health care and treatment that will be associated with an ever increasing inmate population.



Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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