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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

To create new sections of KRS Chapter 171 to establish the Underground Railroad Advisory Council within the Kentucky African-American Heritage Commission and set its members, duties and terms; to amend KRS 171.805 to conform; create a new section of KRS Chapter 12 to establish the purposes of the Education, Arts, and Humanities Cabinet and the duties of the secretary as they relate to the Underground Railroad initiative. 

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

Creates new sections of KRS Chapter 171 to establish the Underground Railroad Advisory Council within the Kentucky African-American Heritage Commission and sets its members, duties and terms; amends KRS 171.805 to conform; creates a new section of KRS Chapter 12 to establish the purposes of the Education, Arts, and Humanities Cabinet and the duties of the secretary as they relate to the Underground Railroad initiative.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

HB 24/HCS has no fiscal impact. 

Section 6 provides that the Act shall be implemented by the Kentucky African-American Heritage Commission to the extent that grant funds can be secured or funds from federal, state or local agencies are available for the purposes of the Act. 

Several provisions of the Act would require an expenditure of funds to implement.  These are:

Performance of the Commission's duties as prescribed in Section two, requires fund expenditures; subsection one requires a comprehensive statewide inventory of historic sites and the implementation of a master plan for site protection and development.  The Kentucky Heritage Council estimates there are 60 to 70 sites in the Commonwealth. 

Subsection three requires the commission, in conjunction with the Tourism Development Cabinet, to develop and operate a program of public information, education, and promotion of the history of the Underground Railroad in Kentucky, including a website connected to the Tourism Development Cabinet.  The promotion of the Underground Railroad  

Section five provides that the Secretary of the Education, Arts, and Humanities Cabinet shall receive an annual report from the Kentucky African-American Heritage Commission concerning the actions of the Commission as it relates to the Underground Railroad and shall review and submit the annual report to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission for distribution to the appropriate committees.

Section three establishes an Underground Railroad Advisory Council consisting of eleven members but does not provide for reimbursement of expenses or compensation.

The Kentucky Heritage Council estimates $150,000 in grant funds would be needed to develop and protect the sites and promote the Trail.  No estimate is available for the amount of revenue that would be generated from tourism activity related to the Underground Railroad. 
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