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Bill Number:
HB 242 HCS 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to the protection of adults


Sponsor(s):   Rep Lee, et al
Introduction Date:1/10/03
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Retain original provisions, except increase the membership of the Kentucky Commission on Elder Abuse to include the president of the Kentucky Association of Homes and Services for the Aging, Inc., or his designee, and the Executive Director of the Kentucky Association of Health Care Facilities, or his designee; change the investigation and prosecution responsibilities of the Attorney General's Office to conform to the requirements of federal law for cases involving abuse, neglect, or exploitation in Medicaid facilities; delete the requirement that Division of Long-Term Care receive an investigation report, but retain the requirement that the Office of Inspector General receive the report; create a new section of KRS Chapter 535 to define "abuse," "caretaker," "exploitation," "neglect," and "vulnerable adult"; and provide that immunity from criminal liability shall only apply to a volunteer who acts in good faith, is not compensated, and is not a caretaker.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill creates several new felony offenses for crimes against vulnerable adults.  These new offenses include Class C and D felonies for abuse, neglect and exploitation.  While these are similar to current statutes, some of the definitions may be in conflict with KRS 209.990.

This bill greatly expands the persons who can be convicted of these crimes compared to current statutes.  Due to the fact that this bill creates felonies ranging from Class C to D, the sentences could vary widely as well as average time-served.  It is, therefore, very difficult to estimate the impact of the bill.  Nonetheless, if this bill is enacted, the Department of Corrections (DOC) estimates that it could result in three additional felony convictions in FY 04 with an average sentence of seven years (average time-served of 32 months) and seven additional felony convictions in FY 05.



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Based upon the facts and assumptions noted above, the DOC estimates that this bill could result in three additional inmates in FY 04 at a cost of approximately $31,500 and seven additional inmates in FY 05 at a cost of approximately $75,300.

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population and therefore impose new cost obligations on the Department of Corrections.

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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