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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to traffic regulations

SPONSOR
Representative Tom Kerr

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure requires all law enforcement agencies to request all drivers involved in an accident resulting in serious physical injury or death to submit to a field sobriety test.  The bill provides that a driver who refuses to submit to a field sobriety test to be subject to license suspension under KRS Chapter 189A, and requires that the field sobriety test will be administered by the police officer responding to the scene of an accident or by an officer at the direction of a police officer who has reasonable grounds to believe the person has violated KRS Chapter 189A.  The measure amends KRS 186.560, regarding mandatory revocation of operator's licenses, to include under revocable offenses the conviction for any traffic violation contributing to a driver's negligence in a fatal traffic accident, sets a period of revocation at 5 years, and allows for judicial reduction of the revocation period.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 246 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal to moderate.  The measure requires all law enforcement agencies (officers) to request all drivers involved in an accident resulting in serious injury or death to submit to a field sobriety test.

Interviewees indicated that additional staff time and training would be required to comply with the measure.  Accident scenes can be difficult situations for officers when injuries are minimal. Victims are usually scared, "filled with adrenaline", or agitated.  Officers may be required to perform a variety of functions to control the situation.  To administer field sobriety tests, without compromising results can be very difficult.  The difficulty is compounded when severe injury or death is a factor.  Additionally, the requirement to request a field sobriety test could be extremely difficult or impossible in these situations.  Officer's assistance to victims or other emergency personnel could be compromised.  Specialized training would be required to assure officers are prepared to perform their duties and comply with the measure.

There is no adequate means to predict how many accidents will occur in the future or how many will involve injuries.  However, in 2001, 152,998 collisions were reported in the state.  Of those 759 resulted in fatalities, and 32,878 in nonfatal injuries.  Additionally, 22,808 collisions occurred in parking lots or on private property, with 7 resulting in fatalities.
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