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AN ACT relating to nuclear transplantation.

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the General Assembly to prohibit human cloning with the intent to create a child, without impeding important areas of medical research, including but not limited to stem cell and nuclear transplantation research; and

WHEREAS, human cloning with the intent to create a child is unsafe and unacceptable; and

WHEREAS, any attempt to engage in human cloning with the intent to create a child should be subject to severe punishment; and

WHEREAS, nuclear transplantation has great potential to increase the understanding and potential treatment of various debilitating diseases and disorders, including but not limited to Lou Gehrig's disease, Parkinson's disease, Alzheimer's disease, spinal-cord injury, cancer, cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, rheumatoid arthritis, and many others; and

WHEREAS, nuclear transplantation and stem cell research are valuable areas of research that may save millions of lives and relieve the suffering of countless others;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 438 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in Sections 1 to 3 of this Act, unless the context otherwise requires:
(1)
"Human cloning with the intent to create a child" means implanting or attempting to implant the product of nuclear transplantation into a uterus;
(2)
"Human somatic cell" means any human cell other than an oocyte or sperm cell;

(3)
"Nuclear transplantation" means a procedure for transferring the nucleus of a human somatic cell into an oocyte from which the nuclear chromosomes have been removed or rendered inert;

(4)
"Nucleus" means the cell structure that contains the chromosomes; and

(5)
"Oocyte” means the female germ cell, sometimes referred to as "the egg."

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 438 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
No person or other entity, public or private, shall intentionally:

(a)
Conduct or attempt to conduct human cloning with the intent to create a child; or
(b)
Transport or cause the transportation of the product of nuclear transplantation into, out of, or within the Commonwealth of Kentucky for the purpose of human cloning with the intent to create a child.

(2)
Violation of subsection (1) of this section is a Class C felony.

(3)
Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit or restrict medical research that is not expressly prohibited in this section.

(4)
As used in this section, "intentionally" has the same meaning as it does in KRS 501.020.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 438 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Any person or other entity, public or private, that engages in human nuclear transplantation shall register with the secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services not less than thirty (30) days prior to engaging in human nuclear transplantation.

(2)
The information provided to the cabinet shall be limited to:

(a)
The name of the person or entity engaging in the human nuclear transplantation;
(b)
The address of the person or entity engaging in the human nuclear transplantation;
(c)
The telephone number of the person or entity engaging in the human nuclear transplantation; and
(d)
The fact that the person or entity is engaging in human nuclear transplantation.
(3)
The registration shall be accompanied by a fee of fifty dollars ($50), and shall be renewed annually, on or before the date of the previous registration, if the person or entity continues to engage in human nuclear transplantation.

(4)
Information provided under this section shall be a public record.

(5)
The Cabinet for Health Services shall require no additional information and shall not promulgate administrative regulations relating to this section.

(6)
If an individual engages in human nuclear transplantation as an employee of, or under the control of an entity, public or private, that is registered under this section, that individual shall not be required to register separately or be identified to the cabinet.
(7)
Failure of a person or other entity, public or private, to register as required by this section shall be a Class D felony.
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