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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to nuclear transplantation

SPONSOR
Representative Larry Clark

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local Law Enforcement, County Jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure creates a new section of KRS Chapter 438 to prohibit cloning for the purpose of producing a child.  Additionally, the measure creates a new section of KRS Chapter 438 to require persons and organizations engaging in nuclear transplantation to register with the Cabinet for Health Services.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 265 GA on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  The measure prohibits cloning and requires individuals and organizations involved in cloning activities to register with the Cabinet for Health Services.  According to a National Bioethics Advisory Committee Report on Cloning Human Beings, nine states currently ban cloning of an entire individual.

This measure authorizes nuclear transplantation as a technique for obtaining stem cells.  In nuclear transplantation, one removes the nucleus from a body cell of a living individual and places it inside an egg cell from which the nucleus has been removed.  The re-nucleated egg is then "activated", usually by an electrical shock.  The product of this nuclear transfer is a source for stem cells.

The number of events constituting a crime associated with provisions of this measure is expected to be minimal.  However, local governments will be responsible for investigating potential infractions, and that will require additional training of local law enforcement personnel.  Local government will be responsible for housing individuals charged with the crimes through the period of conviction and final sentencing.  The costs to local government for housing prisoners is $27.51 per day, with the average time between conviction and final sentencing running approximately 45 days.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC Staff

Kentucky Jailers Association

Kentucky Sheriffs Association
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