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SUBJECT/TITLE
Massage therapist licensure

SPONSOR
Representative Ruth Ann Palumbo

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 General government

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
 
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 268 HCS creates a new section of KRS Chapter 309 to license massage therapists. Among other requirements, the measure terminates all local government ordinances pertaining to massage therapists except those relating to zoning requirements or occupational license fees required of health care professionals.
FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 268 HCS on local governments is indeterminable, but may be minimal. The measure creates a system of massage therapist licensing in Kentucky, complete with a governing Board of Licensure for Massage Therapy, professional competency standards, including a specific number of hours of education and training in massage therapy. The legislation gives a massage therapy licensing board sanctions and legal recourse under the Penal Code for violations of the Act, including sexual misconduct. Also, the measure places license massage therapists in the same class as health professionals.

Section 15 of the measure requires that the Act will supersede any ordinances or regulations pertaining to massage therapists in any city, county, urban-county, charter county, or consolidated local government. This provision could result in local governments repealing ordinances or revising them to comply at some point, resulting in minimal administrative and publication costs. It is not known how many local governments have ordinances relating to massage therapy, although some cities do have ordinances structured to regulate massage parlors and the like. As noted above, the Act includes language addressing sexual misconduct that may occur at establishments offering massages. The legislation does not affect local zoning requirements or occupational license fees related to health care professionals.
DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC staff; KRS; Kentucky League of Cities; various city Web sites; National Certification Board for Therapeutic Massage and Bodywork
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