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AN ACT relating to emergency management.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 39A.287 is amended to read as follows:

The adjutant general, as executive head of the Department of Military Affairs and the Division of Emergency Management, utilizing federal funds and existing agency funds, shall:

(1)
Establish and chair an interagency working group comprised of state and private agencies to help identify risks and needs and make a complete assessment of the preparedness of the Commonwealth to respond to acts of war or terrorism, including nuclear, biological, chemical, agro, eco, electromagnetic pulse, or cyber terrorism;

(2)
Collaborate with state and participating private agencies to submit a written preliminary report prior to December 31, 2002, to the Governor, the Legislative Research Commission, and the Interim Joint Committee on Seniors, Military Affairs, and Public Safety regarding the findings of the assessment of the preparedness of the Commonwealth to respond to acts of war or terrorism, including nuclear, biological, chemical, agro, eco, electromagnetic pulse, or cyber terrorism;

(3)
Develop and implement statewide strategies to respond to acts of war or terrorism, including nuclear, biological, chemical, agro, eco, electromagnetic pulse, or cyber terrorism based upon the information obtained in the needs assessment;

(4)
Provide information explaining how individuals and private organizations, including volunteer and religious organizations, can best prepare for and respond to incidents contemplated by this section and to other threatened, impending, or declared emergencies and whom to contact should they desire to volunteer help or services during such an emergency. The program shall identify and encourage these private organizations to specifically commit to provide food, shelter, personnel, equipment, materials, consultation and advice, or any other services needed to respond to these incidents; and

(5)
Collaborate with the Commissioner of the Department for Public Health and other state agencies to annually assess and update the capability for readiness specified in this section and the public health areas listed in Section 2 of this Act, subject to the continued availability of federal and agency funds. The assessment shall identify the priority of needs, areas of improvement, strategies to strengthen public health preparedness to respond to acts of terrorism, and the overall progress made in attaining the goals and needs identified in the initial study and in its annual report. The report shall be submitted to the parties specified in subsection (2) of this section and the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare not later than December 31 of each year.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 211.005 TO 211.380 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The commissioner of the Department for Public Health shall:

(1)
Collaborate with the Division of Emergency Management to complete that portion of the annual assessment required under Section 1 of this Act that relates to the preparedness of the Department for Public Health, local and state health departments, and health care providers to respond to acts of terrorism, including but not limited to acts that involve chemical, nuclear, or biological agents. Assessments shall include, but not be limited to, the following areas:
(a)
Educational needs of the health care work force related to preparedness to respond to acts of terrorism;

(b)
Readiness and adequacy of communication networks for receiving and broadcasting health alerts;

(c)
Readiness of laboratories across the state to respond to acts of terrorism;

(d)
Adequacy of surveillance activities and data collection and analysis in responding to acts of terrorism;

(e)
Preparation for receiving, distributing, and administering items from the National Pharmaceutical Stockpile;

(f)
Adequacy of reporting requirements of rare, unusual, or unexplained illnesses;

(g)
Lines of communication used to report potential or actual acts of terrorism involving chemical, nuclear, or biological agents to the Federal Bureau of Investigation; and

(h)
Information needed by the public to promote understanding, preparation, and vigilance in responding to any potential or actual threat of terrorism affecting health;
(2)
Collaborate with the Division of Emergency Management to complete that portion of the annual report required under Section 1 of this Act that relates to the preparedness of the health care system to respond to acts of terrorism; and

(3)
Use the annual assessments to strengthen public health strategies to respond to acts of terrorism.
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