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AN ACT relating to military discharge papers.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 422.090 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
All discharge papers, given, executed or delivered to any person in the military or naval service of the United States, which evidence his discharge from the service of the United States and show the unit or part of the department to which he was attached and from which he was discharged may be recorded in the office of the county clerk of the county in which the person discharged is a resident. Upon the presentation of such discharge papers the county clerk shall record them, without charge therefor, in a suitable book which he shall provide for that purpose. 

(2)
A certified or attested copy of such recorded discharge is admissible evidence in all proceedings in which such discharge may come in question or in which it might be used as legal evidence of any fact. 

(3)
It shall be the duty of each county clerk to index alphabetically the name of each person whose discharge papers are recorded as provided in this section and to keep such index as a permanent public record, subject to the Kentucky Open Records Act, KRS 61.870 to 61.884 and KRS 61.991, in such office.[ The index may be bound with the book in which the discharge papers are recorded, or may be a separate bound index, to be kept with the book in which the discharge papers are recorded.]
(4)
(a)
Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, discharge papers recorded with the county clerk shall not be public records subject to the Kentucky Open Records Act.
(b)
1.
If a veteran is living, that veteran may obtain a certified or attested copy of his or her discharge papers. 
2.
If a veteran is deceased, that veteran's widow or widower, child, parent, grandchild, grandparent, or sibling may obtain a certified or attested copy of his or her discharge papers.

3.
A funeral director handling the funeral arrangements for a deceased veteran may obtain a certified or attested copy of that veteran's discharge papers.

4.
Discharge papers shall be subject to discovery under federal and Kentucky rules of criminal and civil procedure.
5.
The county clerk shall provide a certified or attested copy of discharge papers to a person when directed to do so by a court order.
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