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AN ACT relating to breast-feeding.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 211 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky recognizes and hereby declares that breast-feeding a baby is an important and basic act of nurture. Breast-feeding can be a significant health and medical choice. Breast-feeding can be a major risk reducer for acute and chronic diseases for both baby and mother, including cancers, diabetes, and obesity. This section is enacted with the express legislative intention of encouraging mothers to breast-feed, to protect a mothers' right to breast-feed, and thereby to increase the rates and duration of breast-feeding.
(2)
As used in this section, "department" means the Department for Public Health.
(3)
A mother may breast-feed her baby in any location where the mother is otherwise authorized to be. Breast-feeding a child or display of the breasts or nipple as part of breast-feeding shall not be considered an act of public indecency and shall not be considered indecent exposure, sexual conduct, or obscenity. 

(4)
A breast-feeding mother who is faculty, staff, or student at a Kentucky public elementary or secondary school may breast-feed or express milk at the school in accordance with any policy established by that school council or principal.

(5)
A business or agency may use the designation "breast-feeding friendly" in its promotional materials if the business or agency develops and implements a policy on workplace lactation support that includes, but is not limited to, the following:

(a)
Work schedule flexibility, including scheduling breaks and work patterns to provide time for breast-feeding or expression of milk;
(b)
The provision of accessible locations for breast-feeding or expression of milk that are convenient, sanitary, and private and are not restrooms;
(c)
Access nearby to a clean, safe, water source, and a sink for washing hands and rinsing out any needed breast-pumping equipment; and
(d)
Access to appropriate and secure storage for the mother's expressed breast milk.

(6)
The department shall maintain a list of "breast-feeding friendly" businesses and agencies covered under this section and make the list available for public inspection.
(7)
A state agency that administers a program providing maternal or child health services shall provide information that encourages breast-feeding to program participants who are pregnant women or mothers with babies.
(8)
The department shall annually publish statistical information related to breast-feeding beginning in fiscal year 2004-2005.
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