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SUBJECT/TITLE
County roads

SPONSOR
Representative Greg Stumbo

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
County road engineer and road supervisor

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 304 will require any person wanting to encroach upon a county road, to obtain a permit from the county road engineer or supervisor.  HB 304 will also require all county road engineers and supervisors to follow the guidelines established by the Transportation Cabinet for the issuance and enforcement of encroachment permits.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 304 on local government is indeterminable, and will vary based on the county engineer or road supervisor's current activity related to encroachment upon a county road or right-of-way.  The bill requires counties to operate an encroachment permit program using the Transportation Cabinet's guidelines.  Lexington - Fayette Urban County Government and Louisville - Jefferson County Metro Government  have a permitting program, which accomplishes for their county roads a similar goal as that set forth by the state for its highways.

All counties have a road engineer and a county road supervisor who would be responsible for issuing the permits required by HB 304.  However, counties which do not have a right-of-way encroachment program in place would have to implement a permitting program.  Costs associated with the program could include: notices in the newspaper concerning the encroachment permitting ordinance; staff time involved in the passage of a local ordinance by  fiscal court; printing applications, permits, and regulations; developing a process for accepting surety bonds or guarantees; acquiring assistance for the county engineer and road supervisor, if necessary; training related to the adoptions of state guidelines; and establishing a process to correct inadequately implemented plans. 

The state's Transportation Cabinet has a Permits Branch within the Division of Traffic, with staff in each of the Cabinet's 12 districts who operate the state encroachment program.  While the number of county permits will differ from those of the state, the number of permits issued by the Permit Branch for each of its Highway Districts may give some indication of the workload associated with a right-of-way permitting program.  (Each district covers an average of 10 counties.)

HIGHWAY DISTRICT AND NAME
# OF PERMITS ISSUED IN 2002

District  1 - Paducah area  
852

District  2 - Madisonville area 
651

District  3 - Bowling Green area 
364

District  4 - Elizabethtown area 
761

District  5 - Louisville area 
1031

District  6 - Covington (includes several rural counties) 
773

District  7 - Lexington area 
799

District  8 - Somerset area 
684

District  9 - Flemingsburg area 
460

District 10 - Jackson 
231

District 11 - Manchester area 
381

District 12 - Pikeville area 
265

DATA SOURCE(S)
Kathy Jones, LRC;  the Permits Branch, Division of Traffic.
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