COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LOCAL MANDATE FISCAL IMPACT ESTIMATE

2003 REGULAR SESSION
2002-2003 INTERIM

MEASURE

2003 RS BR 
 1266
 

Amendment:

Committee

Floor

Bill #:
 HB 333

Amendment #
 

SUBJECT/TITLE
Local health departments

SPONSOR
Rep. Eddie Ballard

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Public health departments

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 333 amends KRS 213.036 to require the local registrar to examine death certificates and to issue a certified copy of a death certificate, pursuant to procedures established by the Cabinet for Health Services.  This bill requires that a certified copy of a death certificate issued by the local registrar have the same force and effect as a copy issued by the state registrar, and this bill permits a death certificate to be filed with the local registrar.  The local registrar is required to maintain and issue, upon payment of a fee, a copy of the certificate.  The fee for a certified copy of a death certificate from a local registrar would be the same as the fee charged by the state registrar, and the funds collected would be used to defray the cost of administering the program.  The office of vital statistics would be required to provide the local registrar with a delayed, amended, or changed death certificate and assist the local registrar with maintaining a system of accurate records for all deaths occurring in the county or district of the office of the local registrar.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 333 on local government is indeterminable.  Each county has a health department in Kentucky, which is maintained by a combination of federal, state, and local funds.  KRS 213.036 requires the Secretary of Health Services to designate a local registrar based on the recommendation of the state registrar, for purposes of aiding "in the efficient administration of the system of vital statistics."  The statute also gives the secretary the authority to revoke the designation of local registrar.

The title and responsibilities of "local registrar" are not part of current local health department operations.  While some local health departments do supply blank forms for submitting birth certificate requests to the Office of Vital Statistics in Frankfort, they do not provide copies of birth certificates or death certificates, or maintain a historical file.  The provisions of HB 333, requiring the local registrar to provide death certificates, would have the effect of mandating a new program.

Currently the only place a Kentuckian can acquire a vital statistic certificate is at the Office of Vital Statistics, Department of Public Health, Frankfort.  The office is self-supporting from fees charged for issuing certificates.  The fee charged for issuing a birth certificate is $10, a death certificate, $6.  The funds from the death certificate fees collected locally would remain with the local health department and defray the cost of the local program.

A major expense in establishing a local death certificate program would be related to providing a computer network with the state Office of Vital Statistics, which would assure data security and confidentiality.  The certificates must be printed on special paper with 8 different processes to dissuade fraud and identity theft.  Currently, the Department is designing a strategy to provide a state-local certificate retrieval system.
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