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AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments


Sponsor(s):   Rep Kerr, Rep Simson
Introduction Date:2/5/03
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 532.045 to expand the types of sexual offenses against minors for which a convicted defendant shall be denied probation or suspension of sentence; require that for certain misdemeanor sexual offenses against minors a convicted defendant shall be sentenced to a minimum term of imprisonment of three (3) months for a Class A misdemeanor and thirty (30) days for a Class B misdemeanor; amend KRS 532.070 to prohibit a court from overturning a jury-imposed sentence by sentencing a person to less than one (1) year of imprisonment when that person is convicted of certain Class D felony sexual offenses against a minor.




Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill expands the types of sexual offenses against minors for which a convicted defendant shall be denied probation or suspension of sentence.  Last year there were 243 felony sex offenders placed on probation by Kentucky courts. Without completing a hardcopy file review of each offender, there is no way to accurately determine what percent of these offenses involved minors.   However, by way of estimation, if 10% were crimes that are now excluded from probation, this bill could add 18 additional inmates in FY 04 with a sentence of five years (39.2 months  served) and 48 additional inmates in FY 05. 

In addition, this bill prohibits a court from overturning an imposed sentence by sentencing a person to less than one year imprisonment when the person is convicted of a Class D felony sexual offense against a minor. This would add an unknown number of inmates each year.



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 


This bill could add 18 additional inmates in FY 04 at a cost of $193,500 and 48 additional inmates in FY 05 at a cost of $528,000.

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections.
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