COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LOCAL MANDATE FISCAL IMPACT ESTIMATE

2003 REGULAR SESSION
2002-2003 INTERIM

MEASURE

2003 RS BR 
 1092
 

Amendment:

Committee

Floor

Bill #:
 HB 345  

Amendment #
 

SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT related to traffic regulations

SPONSOR
Representative Kathy Stein

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure requires operators of all-terrain vehicles be sixteen years of age or older.  Passengers will not be permitted to ride on an ATV.  All-terrain vehicles are not allowed to operate on public highways or right-of-ways unless they are licensed to do so.  Operators must wear protective head gear.  

Individuals who purchase or operate ATV's will be required to complete a safe driver course.  Any person who violates provisions of the measure will be fined $500.00.  If the person has been issued an instruction permit or operator's license, the permit or license will be suspended for 6 months.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 345 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal to moderate.  Sales of all-terrain vehicles (ATV) have exploded in the last 10 years.  Currently, it is estimated that 7 million ATV's are in use.  Speed and weight of these vehicles have increased as well.  Injuries and deaths have also increased.  According to a recent article by Dr. Andrew Bernard, children and young adults primarily are injured by ATV's, with children more than twice as likely as adults to die.  One in three children allowed to ride ATV's will be injured during the life of the ATV.  Dr. Andrew's article reports a 57 percent increase in injuries to children under the age of 16, even though their share of ridership increased only 9 percent.  In Kentucky, injuries and deaths from ATV's have increased in frequency and are rising.  Since 1994, 94 Kentucky children have died from accidents involving ATV's.  Children who don't die often suffer severe injuries, including head injuries from which they never recover.  University of Kentucky data show that adolescents are injured on ATV's more often than motorcycles.  Many of the accidents have occurred on public roads.  

Interviewees from local law enforcement indicated a minimal fiscal impact from the measure.  Policing these type of offenses, and investigating ATV accidents are routine duties for law enforcement officials.  Duties required by the measure are very similar to those associated with motorcycles.

The measure prohibits all ATV's from public roads and right-of-ways, unless they are registered, licensed, and insured.  Many law enforcement agencies use ATV's to assist in drug enforcement activities, trespassing, pursuit of criminals, rescue efforts and numerous other responsibilities.  The measure would appear to require licensing, registering, and insuring ATV's used by local law enforcement and other local agencies if there was a likelihood that the ATV's would be used on public roads.  The expense of licensing, registering, and insuring the ATV's would be borne by the local agencies.
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