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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to voting

SPONSOR
Rep. Reginald Meeks

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
County clerk ; County board of elections

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 350 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 117 to provide that any qualified voter in the county may, on the three days before any election, apply to vote on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections and approved by the State Board of Elections.  This bill allows the voter to cast a ballot on the day of application, and provides that the county board of elections shall provide a reasonable number of hours of voting for this purpose.  HB 350 provides that a county board of elections may provide for a longer period of  voting, and provides that  ballots be cast and tabulated in the same manner as provided by KRS Chapter 117.


FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 459 on county governments is indeterminable, but could be significant.   The measure would allow any qualified voter to cast a ballot at least 3 days prior to an election.  According to a representative from the Kentucky County Clerk's Association, this could create "substantial" administrative and personnel costs for county governments, depending on the number of voters choosing to cast ballots during this time frame.  Additional costs would involve personnel time to process applications, operate voting machines, and maintain security.  Also, early voting may require additional equipment and alternative building space. Implementation of this bill would be more of a challenge to county clerk's offices in more populated counties, as they may not be able to accommodate the potentially large number of voters choosing to vote prior to the election.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Laura Hendrix, LRC; James Lewis, Kentucky County Clerks Association

PREPARER
Mary C. Yaeger
REVIEW

DATE
2/12/03

Page 2

