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AN ACT relating to elections and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 118 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Secretary of State, in conjunction with the Governor, shall prepare a state plan meeting the requirements of the Help America Vote Act of 2002, Pub. L. No. 107-252, for submission to the federal government.

(2)
There is created within the general fund of the State Treasury the Election Reform fund, which is established for the purposes of carrying out election reform activities authorized by the Help America Vote Act. The fund shall consist of moneys appropriated to the fund by the General Assembly, federal funds provided under the Help America Vote Act, federal funds provided under any federal appropriations acts that are enacted to fund the Help America Vote Act, other amounts that may be appropriated by law, and any interest accruing thereon.

(3)
The amounts in the Election Reform fund shall be utilized for the purposes of the Help America Vote Act.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 118 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Any funds unexpended from the Election Reform fund at the close of the fiscal year for which the funds were appropriated or otherwise made available under Section 1 of this Act shall not lapse as provided in KRS 45.229 but shall be carried forward into the following fiscal year and shall be used solely for the purposes specified in Section 1 of this Act.
Section 3.   For the purpose of complying with the Help America Vote Act, upon the receipt of federal funds under Title III of the Help America Vote Act, any amounts appropriated to the State Board of Elections to meet the requirements of Title III of the Help America Vote Act shall be at least $1,303,100, which is the level of expenditures maintained by the Commonwealth for FY 1999-2000 for the administration of elections.

Section 4.   If sufficient funds are not appropriated by the General Assembly to serve as the five percent (5%) state match under the Help America Vote Act, the necessary amount shall be deemed a necessary governmental expense and shall be transferred to the State Board of Elections upon approval of the State Budget Director.

Section 5.   Whereas the Help America Vote Act requires that states wishing to apply for federal funds in order to implement the provisions of the Act have an Election Reform fund established in order to qualify for federal funds, an emergency is declared to exist, and this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law.

Page 1 of 2
HB036240.100-1043

SENATE COMMITTEE SUB

