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Net Effect
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Indeterminable
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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

HB 380/HCS codifies the passage of the Constitutional Amendment passed during the November, 2002 General Election by creating a Family Court Division of Circuit Court, defining its jurisdiction, and providing procedures for the election of Family Court judges.  

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

Repeals, reenacts, and amends KRS 23A.100 to create a Family Court Division of Circuit Court; repeals, reenacts, and amends KRS 23A.110 to define the jurisdiction of the family court; creates a new section of KRS 118A to define the procedure for the election of judges; amends KRS 23A.040, 23A.050, 23A.060, and 23A.070 to define the changes in Circuit Court judgeships; amends KRS 24A.050, 24A.060, 24A.080, 24A.090 to define the changes in District Court judgeships; and amends related statutes to conform.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

HB 380/HCS codifies a Constitutional Amendment that was approved during the General Election in November 2002.  The actual cost of implementing the Family Court Constitutional Amendment is indeterminable because the number of Circuit Court judges that will be named Family Court judges in any given year cannot be predicted.  To the extent that the Judicial Branch can support the additional costs identified, no additional fiscal impact will result.  However, some assumptions can be made. 

Because all Family Court judges will be designated as Circuit Court judges, some cost could be associated with transferring those Family Court Pilot Project judgeships that are currently District Court judgeships to the Circuit Court.  In FY 2003-04, the cost of a single county District Court judgeship is estimated to be $226,300 including personnel and operating costs.  The cost of a single county Family Court judgeship for FY 2003-04 is estimated to be $446,300. According to Sections 4 through 12 of the bill, 15 Circuit Judgeships will be created and 14 District Judgeships will be eliminated. 

The estimated cost to move current 14 District Court Judgeships designated as Family Court Pilot Project judgeships to the Circuit Court in FY 2003-04 is $1,900,000.  Because those District Court judgeships will cease to exist once they are transferred to the Circuit Court, the $1,900,000 is a one-time adjustment.  However, the judgeships will continue to function at the higher annual cost. 

Section 4 of the bill adds a Circuit Court judgeship in the 43rd Judicial Circuit.  If this judgeship were to remain a regular Circuit Court judgeship, the estimated cost in FY 2003-04 is $281,600.  If this judgeship were to be designated a Family Court judgeship, the estimated cost in FY 2003-04 is $$446,300.

Because Family Court judges require more staff than Circuit Court judges, some additional costs to the Judicial Branch could result in naming Circuit Court judgeships as Family Court judgeships.  In FY 2003-04, the annual estimate for personnel and operating costs for a single county Circuit Court judgeship is $281,600.  The annual estimate for personnel and operating costs for a single county Family Court judgeship in FY 2003-04 is $446,300.  Using these estimates, the cost of naming a current Circuit Court judgeship as a Family Court judgeship in FY 2003-04 is $164,700.  ($446,300 per Family Court judgeship - $226,300 per Circuit Court judgeship). 

Because the Judicial Branch does not yet have an appropriated budget, it is difficult to provide an accurate estimate for salary increments and related personnel costs. The figures provided above include only costs associated with personnel and operating functions.  These figures do not include any costs of conversion, which could include equipment, furniture, and other operating expenses.  
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