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Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 532.100 to authorize the Commissioner of Corrections to allow nonviolent Class D and C felons who are not sex offenders to serve the final year of their sentence outside of the detention facility if the offender wears an electronic monitoring device.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The proposed bill grants to the Department of Corrections the authority to place Class C and D non-violent offenders, who have not been convicted of a sex offense, on home incarceration with an authorized electronic monitoring device. The bill allows the Department of Corrections to employ Probation and Parole coupled with a cost effective tool to monitor and maintain a segment of the inmate population who are nearing the end of their sentence and who shall return to the community.    



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
As noted above, the Department of Corrections may realize a net cost savings represented by the difference between the cost of home incarceration, estimated at $14 per day versus the cost of incarceration, figured at the Department’s jail incarceration rate of $28.76, resulting in a net savings of $14.76 per day.  There are, however, significant first year startup costs that will diminish the first year savings.  Subsequent year cost savings calculations are straightforward, representing the net savings per day times the number of felons placed in the program on a daily basis.

FY 04:  The Department estimates that it may identify up to 400 inmates who may safely qualify and be placed in this new program.  Eligible participants cannot be placed in the program until equipment is obtained and staff are in place and trained.  It is therefore estimated that it will be October 15th before all 400 felons can be placed.  Payroll costs will start approximately September 1.  The first year operating costs, including equipment and vehicle costs is $2.1M while the reduced incarceration costs for 400 felons for 7.5 months (225 days) at $28.76 per day is $$2.6M.  The net saving is potentially $500,000 in the first year of operation (FY 04) represented by the first year operating costs of $2.1M and the reduced incarceration costs of $2.6M.

Subsequent year cost savings is estimated at $2.1M (400 X $14.76 Net Savings per day X 365 days = $2,155,000).



Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  
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Approved By:                                                                                        Date                    
              Title: Commissioner   

Expand Sections or Attach Additional Page(s) if needed.

Revised:      
