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AN ACT relating to the agricultural development fund.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   There is hereby created the Agricultural Development Fund Task Force, whose purpose is to study the effectiveness of the distribution of tobacco settlement dollars to tobacco farmers in Kentucky, with a particular focus on how those dollars benefit farmers in the most tobacco-dependent counties in the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   The members of the task force shall include:

(1)
The co-chairs of the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources;

(2)
The co-chairs of the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue;

(3)
The chair and vice-chair of the Tobacco Task Force; and

(4)
Three members of the House of Representatives named by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and three members of the Senate named by the President of the Senate. These members shall be from areas that are among the 20 most tobacco-dependent counties.

Section 3.   The co-chairs of the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources shall call the first meeting of the task force, at which time co-chairs of the task force shall be elected. Staff for the task force shall be provided by the staff of the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 4.   Any proposals for legislative changes to be offered for consideration at the 2004 Regular Session of the General Assembly shall be presented to the Legislative Research Commission by November 1, 2003.

Section 5.   Provisions of this bill to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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