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Bill Number:
HB 429 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to juvenile justice


Sponsor(s):   Rep Holander, et al
Introduction Date:2/10/03
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 635.020, relating to juvenile offenders, to provide that a child 14 years of age or older who is charged with possession of a firearm in the commission of a felony shall be tried in Circuit Court as an adult.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill requires that juveniles who are in possession of a firearm during the commission of a felony will be tried in Circuit Court.   If convicted, such juveniles would be initially placed in the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) for service of their sentence, then may be transferred to the Department of Corrections (DOC) after a hearing with the sentencing court.

The Department of Juvenile Justice anticipates receiving only a limited number of Youthful Offenders (YOs) in its facilities who are likely to meet the criteria of the proposed legislation (estimated at 25 per year).  Estimated on a 2½ year average sentence, each Youthful Offender would serve 22 months, less any pre-sentence credit, transferring to the Department of Corrections on or about his/her 18th birthday.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Only a limited number of Youthful Offenders are currently transferred to the Department of Corrections (DOC is currently holding 98 YOs, equivalent to 2.8% of DJJ’s current total population).  Based on this percentage, the Department would anticipate receiving one Youthful Offender transfer under the proposed statute in FY 04, to serve, one-half of his/her estimated average 22 month term (see above).  This would result in an additional cost to the Department of $7,900 in FY 04. 

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population and therefore impose new cost obligations on the Department of Corrections.



Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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