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AN ACT relating to patriotic displays to honor the military campaigns and veterans of the United States Armed Forces.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 177 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Sections 1 to 3 of this Act shall be known as "The Armed Forces Appreciation Act of 2003."
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 177 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Subject to the provisions of Section 3 of this Act, the Transportation Cabinet shall erect flagpoles to fly United States flags of increased dimensions at interstate highway rest areas where sponsors have agreed to pay the cost of erecting and maintaining the flagpoles and flags.

(2)
Flags erected under Sections 2 and 3 of this Act may measure up to a maximum dimension of twenty (20) feet by thirty (30) feet. Individual decisions on the appropriate dimension of a particular flag at a particular rest area shall be made by the cabinet based on topography and layout of the site.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 177 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Transportation Cabinet shall accept bids from businesses, individuals, local governments, corporations, civic groups, and nonprofit organizations or associations of these entities to defray the cost of erecting and maintaining United States flags at interstate rest areas as authorized under Section 2 of this Act.

(2)
The cabinet shall establish a minimum initial bid and yearly maintenance bid required to sponsor each flag at each rest area location. Bidders shall meet the minimum bid to qualify to be considered to sponsor a flag.

(3)
The cabinet, in consultation with the fiscal court of the county where the rest area is located, shall select one (1) qualified bidder, based on bid amount, local civic and community involvement, geographical proximity to the site, and the number of years the sponsor is willing to pre-pay the annual maintenance fee.

(4)
Sponsors of flags selected by the cabinet shall agree to sponsor flags for an initial period of five (5) years. At the conclusion of the five (5) year period the sponsor may agree to sponsor the flag for additional five (5) year periods.

(5)
If a sponsor fails to meet its contractual obligations as to the annual maintenance payments, the cabinet shall withdraw the sponsorship and open up bidding to find a new sponsor for the flag. If a sponsorship is withdrawn under this subsection, the name of the sponsoring entity on the recognition plaque under subsection (6) of this section shall be removed and replaced with a new sponsor when one is found.

(6)
The flags displayed under this section shall bear a plaque on or near the flagpole which shall memorialize a specific military event, veteran, or group of veterans who have served in the Armed Forces of the United States. The plaque under this subsection may also contain, at the sponsor's discretion:

(a)
Excerpts or portions from one (1) of the following:

1.
The preamble to the Kentucky Constitution or the United States Constitution;

2.
The national motto of the United States;

3.
The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States; or

4.
The writings, speeches, documents, and proclamations of the founding fathers, presidents, and military leaders of the United States; and

(b)
The name of the sponsoring entity.

(7)
The Transportation Cabinet shall promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A to carry out the provisions of Sections 1 and 2 of this Act.
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