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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to cremation

SPONSOR
Representative Joseph Fischer

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County coroners, fiscal courts

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure provides coroners, deputy coroners, and fiscal courts the option of cremation or burial, rather than burial only, when disposing of a body or part thereof of an indigent person at the expense of a local government.  The measure allows the body to be buried or cremated, at the expense of the county, consolidated local government, or urban government, if the spouse or next of kin are unable to or refuse to bury the body or a part thereof.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 477 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be a minimal to moderate cost savings.  The measure allows the use of cremation rather than burial when disposing of a body which is the responsibility of the fiscal court.  The savings will vary due to factors surrounding the cause of death, the availability of cremations, and fiscal court's ability to negotiate costs associated with disposing of remains.

A significant savings of costs could be realized by counties where crematories are available, and when circumstances surrounding the death does not exclude cremation.  While the costs for cremation and burial vary throughout the state, in larger more populous counties the cost of cremation generally runs $300, verses $500 to $800 for a burial.  Each fiscal court establishes reimbursable costs associated with burial services.  It is expected that fiscal courts will establish reimbursement rates for cremations as well, if the measure is enacted.
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