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AN ACT relating to the Kentucky Early Intervention System.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 200.658 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
There is hereby created the Kentucky Early Intervention System Interagency Coordinating Council to be comprised of twenty-five (25) members to be appointed by the Governor to serve a term of three (3) years. The members of the council shall be geographically and culturally representative of the population of the Commonwealth and conform to the requirements of federal law and regulations. For administrative purposes, the council shall be attached to the Early Childhood Development Authority. Pursuant to federal law and regulations, the membership shall be as follows:

(a)
At least five (5) members shall be the parents, including minority parents, of a child with a disability who is twelve (12) years of age or less, with at least one (1) being the parent of a child six (6) years of age or less. Each parent shall have knowledge of or experience with programs for infants and toddlers with disabilities;

(b)
At least five (5) members shall be public or private providers of early intervention services to infants and toddlers with disabilities;

(c)
At least one (1) member shall be a member of the Kentucky General Assembly;

(d)
At least one (1) member shall be representative of an entity responsible for personnel preparation and may include personnel from an institution of higher education or preservice training organization;

(e)
At least one (1) member shall be the commissioner or individual serving in a position of equivalent authority, or the designee, from the Department for Public Health;

(f)
At least one (1) member shall be the commissioner or individual serving in a position of equivalent authority, or the designee, from the Department for Medicaid Services;

(g)
At least one (1) member shall be the commissioner or individual serving in a position of equivalent authority, or the designee, from the Department for Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services;

(h)
At least one (1) member shall be the commissioner or individual serving in a position of equivalent authority, or the designee, from the Department for Community Based Services;

(i)
At least one (1) member shall be the commissioner or designee of the Department of Education;

(j)
At least one (1) member shall be the commissioner or designee of the Department of Insurance; and

(k)
At least one (1) member shall be a representative of the Commission for Children with Special Health Care Needs.

(2)
In matters concerning the Kentucky Early Intervention System, the council shall advise and assist the cabinet in areas including, but not limited to, the following:

(a)
Development and implementation of the statewide system and the administrative regulations promulgated pursuant to KRS 200.650 to 200.676;

(b)
Achieving the full participation, coordination, and cooperation of all appropriate entities in the state, including, but not limited to, individuals, departments, and agencies, through the promotion of interagency agreements;

(c)
Establishing a process to seek information from service providers, service coordinators, parents, and others concerning the identification of service delivery problems and the resolution of those problems;

(d)
Resolution of disputes, to the extent deemed appropriate by the cabinet;

(e)
Provision of appropriate services for children from birth to three (3) years of age;

(f)
Identify sources of fiscal and other support services for early intervention programs;

(g)
Preparing applications to Part C of the Federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and any amendments to the applications; and

(h)
Transitioning of infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families from the early intervention system to appropriate services provided under Part B of the Federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) operated by the state Department of Education; and

(i)
The development of performance measures to assess the outcomes for children receiving services.

(3)
The council shall prepare no later than December 30 of each year an annual report on the progress toward and any barriers to full implementation of the Kentucky Early Intervention System for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. The report shall include recommendations concerning the Kentucky Early Intervention System, including recommendations to improve quality and cost effectiveness, and shall be submitted to the Governor, Legislative Research Commission, and the Secretary of the United States Department of Education.

(4)
No member of the council shall cast a vote on any matter which would provide direct financial benefit to that member or otherwise give the appearance of the existence of a conflict of interest.

Section 2.   KRS 200.664 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Upon identification of an eligible infant or toddler with disabilities, representatives of the entity serving as point of entry shall cause a multidisciplinary team, as defined in KRS 200.654, to be created for the child and family.

(2)
The multidisciplinary team shall develop an individualized family service plan, as defined in KRS 200.654, for the child and family.

(3)
The individualized family services plan shall include:

(a)
A comprehensive multidisciplinary evaluation of the present level of development of and services needed by the child and an assessment of and plan to address the resources, priorities, and concerns of the family;

(b)
An explanation of the multidisciplinary evaluation and all service options to be made available in the family's cultural language, in their primary mode of communication, or through a speech or language interpreter, whichever is necessary to facilitate comprehension.

(4)
The plan shall be developed within forty-five (45) days of the referral date of the child and family to the point of entry. If the completion of the initial evaluation and assessment is delayed and will not be completed within the forty-five (45) day time period due to the request of the child's parent, illness of the child, or other reasonable circumstances beyond the control of the multidisciplinary team, the point of entry shall document the reason for the delay and shall develop and implement an interim individualized family service plan.

(5)
The informed written consent of the parent or guardian is required prior to the implementation of the plan. The parent may reject some services contained in the plan, however, no services to which the parent consents shall be withheld if the parent does not consent to all services in the plan.

(6)
The parent or guardian shall sign an agreement to accept responsibility for being an active participant in the child's plan and for learning skills from providers so that the intensity and frequency of services may decline as the child reaches appropriate developmental levels and the family is able to do more for the child.

(7)
The plan shall be reviewed by members of the child's current multidisciplinary team or other appropriate entities at no more than six (6) month intervals or more frequently if deemed appropriate based on the needs of the infant or toddler and the family. The child shall be evaluated at least annually to determine continuing program eligibility and the effectiveness of services provided to the child.
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