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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to expungement of criminal records

SPONSOR
Rep. Stan Lee

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Attorney

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 485 amends KRS 431.076, relating to the expungement of criminal records, to provide that any person who has been charged with a criminal offense and who has been found not guilty of the offense, or against whom charges have been dismissed with prejudice, and not in exchange for a guilty plea to another offense arising out of the same charges, shall have that record expunged.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

HB 485 would not fiscally impact local governments.  Currently, expungements are only issued at the request of the person charged with the crime.  In fiscal year 2000-01, there where approximately 3,000 expungements resulting from District Court cases.  There were, however, approximately 510,000 charges that resulted in dismissal or not guilty verdicts in 2000-01.  HB 485 would require expungements for each of these charges, an increase of more than 500,000 expungements.  This would significantly increase the workload for County Attorney offices.  However, according to a representative from the Prosecutors Advisory Council, a county attorney's responsibility in reviewing and approving or rejecting an expungement request clearly falls under their state duties, and would not be an expense to county governments.
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