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AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments


Sponsor(s):   Rep Stacy
Introduction Date:2/13/03
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 218A.1412 to increase penalty for third or subsequent offense trafficking in a Schedule I controlled substance to a Class A felony; amend KRS 218A.1421 to increase penalty for a third or subsequent offense in trafficking in more than 5 pounds of marijuana to a Class A felony; create a new section of KRS Chapter 439 to require 85% service of sentence prior to parole for a term of years for trafficking in a Schedule I controlled substance or more than 5 pounds of marijuana and a minimum of 20 years on a life sentence for the same offenses; create a new section of KRS Chapter 532 to require that sentences for third or subsequent offense trafficking in a Schedule I controlled substance or more than 5 pounds of marijuana be served consecutively to any other sentence.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill increases the penalty for the third offense of Trafficking I or Trafficking 5 lbs. or more of marijuana to a Class A felony and requires the offender to serve 85% of their sentence before parole eligibility.  The Department of Corrections averages eight commitments per year for these offenses with an average ten-year sentence (25.5 months served).  Due to the amount of time currently served, this portion of the bill would have no impact during the biennium.  However, since a portion of these commitments could be increased to a minimum of 20 years with 85% time served until parole eligibility, there could be considerable long term impact.  In addition, this bill denies probation to these individuals. 

The enhancement of the felony class and the requirement for consecutive sentences in the proposed bill will result in no additional inmates in FY 04, due to the delayed realization of additional years.  The denial of the probation portion of the proposed bill could result in one additional inmate each year with a 20-year sentence, beginning in FY 04.



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
This bill could result in one additional inmate in FY 04 at a cost of  $7,900 and two additional inmates in FY 05 at a cost of  $21,500.

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population and therefore impose new cost obligations on the Department of Corrections.

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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