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AN ACT relating to budgets.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 7 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
There is created the Committee on Budget Preparation and Management as a subcommittee of the Legislative Research Commission. The committee shall consist of eight (8) members including the chairs of the standing Committees on Appropriations and Revenue of the Senate and the House of Representatives, who shall serve as co-chairs of the committee, three (3) additional members of the Senate Committee on Appropriations and Revenue appointed by the President of the Senate, and three (3) additional members of the House of Representatives Committee on Appropriations and Revenue appointed by the Speaker. There shall be at least one (1) member of the minority party appointed from each chamber. The initial members of the committee shall be appointed after the effective date of this section. Members shall serve for a term of two (2) years, except that members initially appointed shall serve until their successors are appointed. The appointing authority shall make subsequent appointments by the tenth legislative day of the regular session held in odd-numbered years.

(2)
The Committee on Budget Preparation and Management shall meet monthly on the call of the co-chairs of the committee, who shall co-chair the meetings. The Legislative Research Commission shall provide staff service to the committee in accordance with KRS 7.090(5).

(3)
The Committee on Budget Preparation and Management shall:

(a)
Consider and make recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission on uniform forms and instructions to be used by branch budget units in the preparation of budget estimates, requests, and recommendations prior to the Legislative Research Commission's adoption of the forms and instructions under KRS 48.040(2);

(b)
Approve and oversee the implementation of a detailed budget preparation plan for all branch budgets;

(c)
Receive and review information on the development of branch budget units' budget requests as it deems necessary prior to their submission under KRS 48.050;

(d)
Monitor the implementation of all enacted branch budgets, including changes authorized by KRS Chapter 48, and revenue receipts and forecasts; and

(e)
Regularly report its activities, findings, and recommendations to the Interim Joint Committee and standing Committees on Appropriations and Revenue to assist them in the development, review, and enactment of the branch budget bills and in their exercise of responsibilities under KRS 48.500 and 48.630.

(4)
The Committee on Budget Preparation and Management, or its co-chairs acting jointly, may conduct hearings and on-site visits as deemed necessary to review agency programs, expenditures, revenue, and other budget information. The hearings and on-site visits may include testimony, submission of information and reports in the format specified by the committee or its co-chairs acting jointly, and review of program operations. At the written request of the committee, or its co-chairs acting jointly, the Governor or Chief Justice, as appropriate, shall instruct the head of each budget unit or other agency personnel to submit a report, in the format requested by the committee or its co-chairs, of the most current, available information on agency or program expenditures, revenue receipts, and other program or budget information to the committee within thirty (30) days of receipt of the request. The budget unit shall provide any and all support needed by the committee and its staff to access and interpret the information.
(5)
The Committee on Budget Preparation and Management, by majority vote of its entire membership, may initiate investigations, audits, inspections, evaluations, and studies related to its jurisdictional duties and responsibilities. The final report of an investigation, audit, inspection, evaluation, or study, with recommendations, shall be forwarded by the committee to the Legislative Research Commission for its acceptance and subsequent referral. The Legislative Research Commission may cancel the initiation or completion of any investigation, audit, inspection, evaluation, or study authorized by the committee.

(6)
For purposes of implementing this section, the Legislative Research Commission may delegate to the committee its authority under KRS 7.110(1) to administer oaths, subpoena witnesses and records, and otherwise compel the giving of evidence.

(7)
Agencies, officers, and employees of the executive and judicial branches shall assist the committee and its authorized staff in the performance of its jurisdictional duties, responsibilities, and activities by providing agency access, records, documentation, analyses, and testimony as may be requested by the committee by majority vote of its entire membership. The exemptions contained in KRS 61.878(1)(i) and (j) shall not apply to public records requested by the committee. Any officer or employee of the executive or judicial branch who fails to provide records, documentation, analyses, or testimony as requested by the committee in the performance of its jurisdictional duties or who impedes the committee in the performance of those duties shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.
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