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AN ACT relating to boxing and wrestling.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 229 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The commission shall assign at least two (2) physicians to be present at ringside for each professional match. The physicians shall observe the contestant's physical condition and shall advise the commission or its representative and the referee of the contestant's physical and medical conditions before, during, and after the match. A physician under this subsection shall meet the requirements established for a physician under Section 3 of this Act.
(2)
A ringside physician assigned to a professional match who determines that the contestant is physically unfit to compete may order the referee to stop the match.
Section 2.   KRS 229.180 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The commission may promulgate administrative regulations it considers[is authorized to adopt and promulgate, amend or abrogate any and all rules and regulations considered by it] necessary or expedient for the performance of its functions provided in this chapter. In recognition of the fact that more supervision is desirable in this area, it is the intention of the General Assembly to confer upon the commission wider discretion than that ordinarily possessed by administrative agencies.

(2)
Administrative regulations promulgated under this section shall address:

(a)
The procedures by which weigh-ins for all professional matches are conducted. The procedures shall require that an initial weigh-in be conducted seven (7) days prior to the scheduled start of the match, followed by a weigh-in to be conducted no less than eight (8) hours and no more than twenty-four (24) hours before the scheduled start of the match. The regulations promulgated under this paragraph shall restrict the number of pounds a contestant can loose between the initial and the pre-match weigh-ins, and shall be based on guidelines that are medically sound.

(b)
The qualifications and the duties of all licensees, including the promoter's duty to ensure that:

1.
Licensed physicians meeting the requirements of subsection (1) of Section 3 of this Act are present at the professional match;

2.
Primary health and medical insurance is available for injuries sustained by the contestant the promoter is promoting; and

3.
An ambulance and medical personnel with appropriate resuscitation equipment are continuously present at the site where the professional match takes place, and the ambulance is available for transport.
Section 3.   KRS 229.111 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Contestants in a professional boxing or wrestling match or exhibition shall be examined by a reputable licensed physician appointed by the commission, and shall meet the health and fitness requirements as established in administrative regulations promulgated by the commission before participating in such a professional[boxing or wrestling] match[ or exhibition]. A physician performing medical examinations under this section shall:

(a)
Hold a regular license under KRS 311.571;

(b)
Be in good standing with the State Board of Medical Licensure;

(c)
Have medical malpractice insurance to cover any injuries the contestant may incur that are attributable to the physician's care or lack thereof. The commission shall establish the minimum medical malpractice insurance coverage that a physician under this subsection shall have for each occurrence and for the policy period. The minimum coverage shall be uniformly applied to all physicians under this section;

(d)
Have not had his or her license suspended or revoked in any jurisdiction; and

(e)
Have had training in ringside medicine. The training shall be in accordance with commission-approved standards established by a nationally or regionally-recognized association of ringside physicians. If no national or regional organization has established standards, the commission shall promulgate administrative regulations establishing its own standards for physician training in ringside medicine.
(2)
Administrative regulations promulgated by the commission under subsection (1) of this section shall, at a minimum:

(a)
Require that a urine test be given to each contestant on the day of the professional match. The regulations shall preclude the contestant from participating in the professional match if the test results reveal that the contestant is under the influence of alcohol, narcotics, drugs, stimulants, or depressants;

(b)
Prohibit any contestant who has received a technical knockout in the past thirty (30) days from participating in a professional match;

(c)
Prohibit a contestant who has received a knockout or suffered a serious injury in the past sixty (60) days or has experienced six (6) consecutive losses or has participated in two hundred (200) or more rounds from competing in a professional match;

(d)
Require that the contestant undergo additional medical procedures prior to a professional match if the examining physician or the commission determines that the procedures are necessary for the health and safety of the contestants; and

(e)
Require other actions the commission deems necessary.

(3)
A contestant whose license is suspended or revoked in any jurisdiction or who is precluded from participating in a professional match under paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (2) of this section, may participate in a professional match if the commission determines the contestant is physically and mentally fit to compete. The determination of the contestant's fitness to compete shall be made only after the contestant submits proof to the commission that he or she has undergone a physical examination and any other medical and diagnostic procedures as the physician or the commission may require, and the results indicate there are no physical or mental reasons why the contestant should not fight.
(4)
The physical examination and the medical procedures the contestant undergoes under subsection (3) of this section shall include such tests as a physician or a specialist exercising ordinary care would require, and shall take into consideration the contestant's age, injuries, performance history, number of losses, years of experience, and the number of professional matches in which the contestant has participated. In furtherance of this subsection, the commission shall promulgate administrative regulations identifying high-risk medical conditions and recommended procedures and treatment options for each condition. The procedures shall be sufficiently adequate to determine if the contestant has any condition that is aggravated or jeopardized by the contestant's participation in a professional match, and may include but not be limited to a Magnetic Resonance Imaging, a Computerized Axial Topography, a neurological examination, psychological tests, and an Electrocardiogram. In establishing the list of risks and possible treatment options, the commission shall obtain input from the Association of Ringside Physicians, the State Board of Medical Licensure, and each of the state's three (3) medical schools. Such guidelines shall be in effect until such time as the Association of Ringside Physicians or a comparable organization of industry physicians establishes guidelines.

(5)
Each contestant shall be examined by a physician meeting the requirements of subsection (1) of this section at the time of the pre-match weigh-in. If the physician determines that a contestant is physically or mentally unfit to proceed, the physician shall notify a commissioner or a commission representative who shall immediately cancel the match. The results of the examination shall be reported in writing to the commission.

(6)
The commission may require each contestant to present to the commission representative at the time of the weigh-in an original copy of the results of blood tests given to the contestant that show whether the contestant is free from communicable diseases. If the blood tests results reveal that the contestant has a communicable disease that poses a risk to the contestant or others licensed under this chapter, or if the contestant fails to submit the results of the blood tests to the commission, the commission representative shall immediately cancel the professional match. The commission may promulgate administrative regulations establishing protocols and procedures for:

(a)
The blood tests to be given, including the time period within which a blood test shall be given prior to a match;

(b)
The cancellation of a match; and 

(c)
The treatment of communicable diseases.
Section 4.   KRS 229.151 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
There is hereby established the Kentucky Athletic Commission which shall consist of seven (7) members, appointed by the Governor, with initial appointments for two (2) members for terms of four (4) years, two (2) members for terms of three (3) years, two (2) members for terms of two (2) years, and one (1) member for a term of one (1) year, except that of the members appointed after July 15, 1998, two (2) members appointed to fill the terms expiring July 14, 1999, shall serve until February 14, 2000; two (2) members appointed to fill the terms expiring July 14, 2000, shall serve until February 14, 2001; one (1) member appointed to fill the term expiring July 14, 2001, shall serve until February 14, 2002; two (2) members appointed to fill the terms expiring July 14, 2002, shall serve until February 14, 2003; and subsequent appointments shall be for four (4) year terms ending on February 14. Thereafter, members shall be appointed by the Governor for staggered terms of four (4) years. At least one (1) member shall have a background in the professional boxing or wrestling industry. At least one (1) member shall be a[ licensed] physician who holds a regular license under KRS 311.571. The physician member shall be in good standing with the State Board of Medical Licensure, shall have at least five (5) years of experience as a physician, and shall not have had his license suspended or revoked in any jurisdiction. The executive director of the Division of Occupations and Professions shall serve on the commission in an ex officio capacity. One (1) member shall be designated by the Governor as chairman and one (1) member shall be elected by the commission as vice chairman, who shall have authority to act as chairman in the event of the chairman's absence or inability to act. The chairman, vice chairman, other members of the commission, and those persons referred to in KRS 229.161, shall receive one hundred dollars ($100) per day for each meeting attended and shall be paid their actual and necessary traveling and other expenses incurred by them in the performance of their official duties. The commission shall hold one (1) regular meeting every three (3) months. Four (4) members of the commission shall constitute a quorum to conduct business.

(2)
The board shall be placed for organizational purposes under the Division of Occupations and Professions which shall provide administrative and secretarial services.

(3)
No member of the commission, nor his or her family member, business partner, or affiliate shall have a financial interest in any person or business entity involved in arranging, managing, promoting, organizing, producing, or fighting in a professional match in this state.

Section 5.   KRS 229.171 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The commission shall have and hereby is vested with the sole direction, management, control, and jurisdiction over all professional boxing, sparring, and wrestling matches or exhibitions to be conducted, held, or given within the Commonwealth. The commission is hereby given the sole control, authority, and jurisdiction over all licenses to hold boxing, sparring, or wrestling matches or exhibitions for prizes or purses or where an admission fee is received, and over all licenses to any and all persons who participate in the boxing, sparring, or wrestling matches, or exhibitions.

(2)
The commission shall administer this chapter and shall perform all duties necessary for the regulation of boxing, including supervising all professional matches and weigh-ins and enforcing the provisions of this chapter and administrative regulations promulgated thereunder.

(3)
The commission shall maintain all records, including any books, papers, or documents relating to the commission's action, and shall electronically record its proceedings, meetings, hearings, and deliberations.

Section 6.   KRS 229.081 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A person shall not participate in a professional match in any of the following enumerated capacities or in any other capacity as set out in administrate regulations promulgated by the commission without holding a license issued by the commission and meeting all eligibility requirements as established by the commission by promulgation of administrative regulations:

(a)[(1)]
Contestant;

(b)[(2)]
Judge;

(c)[(3)]
Manager;

(d)[(4)]
Physician;

(e)[(5)]
Referee;

(f)[(6)]
Timekeeper;[ or]
(g)[(7)]
Trainer; or

(h)
Promoter.

(2)
Licenses issued under this section shall expire on December 31 of the year in which they are issued. The commission may establish a schedule of compensation to be paid to officials for participating in a professional match by promulgation of administrative regulations. The compensation shall be paid by the person conducting the match, and by no other person.

(3)
No person who is employed by a contestant to serve in one (1) of the positions under paragraphs (b) to (h) of subsection (1) of this section shall serve in another of those positions for the same contestant. This subsection shall supersede the rules and regulations of a sanctioning organization.

(4)
A contestant may serve as his or her own manager or promoter.

Section 7.   KRS 229.011 is amended to read as follows:

As used in this chapter unless the context clearly indicates otherwise the following definitions shall apply: 

(1)
"Advertise" means[includes] the use of handbills, placards, posters, billboards, pictures, printed or written material or newspapers or other publications, or radio, television and other communication media. 

(2)
"Exhibition," in addition to its ordinary meaning, means[shall include] a public show or showing through the medium of closed circuit television to which an admission ticket is required, or other charge is made. 

(3)
"Person" means[includes] an individual, partnership, corporation, association or club. 

(4)
"Professional" means[is] a boxer or wrestler who competes for a money prize, or other pecuniary gain. 

(5)
"Professional match" means[is] a boxing, sparring, or wrestling match or exhibition in which a professional is a contestant. 

(6)
"Affiliate" means a person who directly, or indirectly through one (1) or more intermediaries, controls, is controlled by, or is under common control with a specified person.

Section 8.   KRS 229.991 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any person who violates subsection (1) of KRS 229.071 or subsection (1) of KRS 229.021 shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisoned in the county jail for not more than six (6) months, or both.

(2)
Any person who violates subsection (2), (3), or (4) of KRS 229.021 shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500) or imprisoned in the county jail for not more than ninety (90) days, or both.

(3)
Any person who violates KRS 229.081(1) where the violation does not constitute a violation of KRS 229.021, shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500).

(4)
Any peace officer who willfully fails to execute the duties required of him by KRS 229.240 shall be fined not less than fifty dollars ($50) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500).

(5)
Any person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter for which no specific penalty is provided shall be fined not less than ten dollars ($10) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100).

(6)
Any person who fails to pay the taxes required by KRS 229.031 or ascertained to be due under KRS 229.041 together with the expenses incurred in the examination, within twenty (20) days after notice to the delinquent person of the amount fixed by the commission shall ipso facto forfeit his license. In addition he shall forfeit and pay into the State Treasury an additional amount equal to the taxes found to be due.

(7)
Any person who violates the provisions of KRS 229.121 shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500) and no person who has been guilty of such an offense shall be allowed to participate in any boxing or wrestling match or exhibition for one (1) year after being found guilty of the offense.

(8)
Any person failing to make the report required by subsection (2) or (4) of KRS 229.031 shall be liable for any tax the Commonwealth may lose as a result of his failure to make the required report.

SECTION 9.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 229 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

This chapter may be cited as the Greg Page Act.
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