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AN ACT relating to Public Safety.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 15A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
In order to enhance public safety, the secretary of the Justice Cabinet, in consultation with the Department of Criminal Justice training, the Kentucky Law Enforcement Council, and the Kentucky Criminal Justice Council, shall develop the following:

(a)
A written model policy and procedures manual relating to the use of deadly and less-than-lethal force by peace officers, which each law enforcement agency in Kentucky may be encouraged to adopt. This model policy shall include:

1.
A purpose and value statement;

2.
Operational definitions;

3.
Definitions of the conditions under which force can and cannot be used;

4.
A policy as to when an animal may be fired upon with a firearm;

5.
A policy on the use of chemical agents against a person or animal;

6.
A policy on the use of electrical and electronic devices against a person or animal;

7.
Definitions of reasonable belief, serious physical injury, and similar terms that are used to qualify use of force;

8.
Procedures for ensuring the provision of appropriate medical aid after use of force incidents; and

9.
Consequences of a use of force violation;

(b)
An annual report listing those law enforcement agencies adopting the model policy.
(2)
For the purposes of this section, "law enforcement agency" means any agency of state, county, city, urban-county, or consolidated local government, or a combination of these, responsible for employing and directing the action of peace officers, including sheriffs and their deputies, constables and their deputies, sworn police officers, sworn enforcement officers of the Kentucky State Police, or other duly authorized state law enforcement agency whose officers are persons with authority to make arrests.

Section 2.   The secretary of the Justice Cabinet shall complete the responsibilities assigned under Section 1 of this Act by December 31, 2003.
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