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AN ACT relating to special license plates for firefighters.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 186.1725 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Upon application to the county clerk of the county of his or her residence, an active or retired[a] Kentucky professional firefighter or the spouse of any[ retired] Kentucky professional firefighter killed in the line of duty shall be issued a license plate in the same form and character as license plates authorized by law to be used on passenger cars. This license plate may be issued for a passenger car as set forth in KRS 186.050(1) or for a commercial vehicle as set forth in KRS 186.050(3)(a), but shall not authorize the operation of the vehicle at a gross laden weight in excess of six thousand (6,000) pounds. The plate shall bear the crossed flags of the United States and Canada waving above and behind the maltese cross emblem of the International Association of Fire Fighters and a blue registration number. Across the top of the plate shall be the centered word "Kentucky" and across the bottom shall be the inscription, in red letters, "PROFESSIONAL FIREFIGHTER." A firefighter,[ or] retired firefighter, or spouse of a deceased firefighter may purchase only one (1) registration annually and it shall be for a vehicle which he or she owns or leases. Each application shall be accompanied by proof of current or previous service as a firefighter, and the payment of a fee of fifty dollars ($50). License plates issued under this section shall expire each year on December 31. Annually thereafter, upon application to the county clerk of the county of the firefighter's or retired firefighter's residence, together with proof of service as a firefighter, and with payment of a renewal state registration fee of eleven dollars and fifty cents ($11.50) and a three dollar ($3) county clerk fee, the clerk shall issue a new plate, or a renewal decal, as directed by the Transportation Cabinet.

(2)
(a)
Upon the sale, transfer, or termination of lease of a vehicle licensed as authorized by subsection (1) of this section, the owner or lessee shall remove the firefighter license plate and return it and the certificate of registration to the county clerk. The clerk shall issue a regular license plate, and certificate of registration, upon payment of an eleven dollar fifty cent ($11.50) state fee and three dollar ($3) clerk's fee.

(b)
Upon application of another vehicle which is authorized to bear the registration under subsection (1) of this section, owned or leased by the same applicant to whom the firefighter license plate was originally issued, the county clerk shall issue another such license plate. There shall be no state fee for this plate and a two dollar ($2) clerk's fee.

(3)
Upon termination of service as a professional firefighter, except for those retired persons who remain eligible through the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, an applicant to whom a firefighter license plate was issued under this section shall, within thirty (30) days, return the firefighter plate to the county clerk of the county of the firefighter's residence.

(4)
The cabinet shall receive a minimum of nine hundred (900) requests before it is required to print the professional firefighter license plates authorized by subsection (1) of this section.

(5)
Any applicant seeking a license plate according to this section for a vehicle provided to him or her pursuant to an occupation shall conform to the requirements set forth in KRS 186.050(14).

(6)
The secretary of the Transportation Cabinet shall, in accordance with the provisions of KRS Chapter 13A, promulgate administrative regulations and prescribe forms necessary to carry out the purpose of this section.

(7)
The Transportation Cabinet shall design and make available a decal to be placed on a plate issued under this section to a spouse of a deceased professional firefighter indicating that the firefighter died in the line of duty.

Section 2.   KRS 186.172 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Upon application to the county clerk of the county of his residence, any volunteer member of a volunteer fire department or fire protection district in the Commonwealth, or the spouse of a volunteer member of a volunteer fire department or fire protection district in the Commonwealth who died in the line of duty shall be issued a five (5) year license plate in the same form and character as license plates authorized by law to be used upon similar private vehicles registered in Kentucky, except that such license plates shall bear the inscription "Volunteer Fire Fighter," a registration number and an appropriate standardized insignia. Each initial or renewal application shall be accompanied by proof of current service as a volunteer firefighter, or testimony to the service of a spouse who died in the line of duty as furnished by the mayor or trustee in such a city or the county judge/executive in appropriate rural areas, and the payment of a fee of fourteen dollars fifty cents ($14.50). The Transportation Cabinet shall provide the clerk with a renewal decal to be issued to applicants seeking renewal of a volunteer firefighter license plate if a new registration plate is not issued for the current registration year. The renewal decal shall be affixed to the registration plate by the owner.

(2)
Upon the sale, transfer, or termination of lease of a vehicle licensed as authorized by subsection (1) of this section, the owner or lessee shall remove the volunteer firefighter license plate and return it and the certificate of registration to the county clerk. The county clerk shall issue a regular license plate and certificate of registration upon payment of an eleven dollar fifty cent ($11.50) state fee and a three dollar ($3) clerk's fee. When the plate has been presented to the clerk, he shall reissue it free from payment to the Transportation Cabinet for use on any other vehicle of the same class and category owned or leased by the same applicant to whom the volunteer firefighter license plate was originally issued.

(3)
Upon termination of membership as a volunteer firefighter, an applicant to whom a volunteer firefighter license plate was issued under this section, shall, within thirty (30) days, return the volunteer firefighter plate to the county clerk of the county of his residence.

(4)
For the services performed in issuing the volunteer firefighter license plates, in annually issuing a current year renewal decal to be affixed to the volunteer firefighter license plate, the county clerk shall receive from each applicant a fee of three dollars ($3). A two dollar ($2) fee shall be charged for the reissuance of the license plate after the sale, transfer, or termination of lease of the vehicle for which it was originally issued.

(5)
Any applicant seeking to obtain a license plate according to this section, for a vehicle provided to him pursuant to an occupation shall conform to the requirements set forth in KRS 186.050(14).

(6)
The secretary of the Transportation Cabinet shall provide forms necessary to carry out the purpose of this section.

(7)
The Transportation Cabinet shall design and make available a decal to be placed on a plate issued under this section to a spouse of a deceased volunteer firefighter indicating that the firefighter died in the line of duty.
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