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SUBJECT/TITLE
Discretionary fees  

SPONSOR
Representative Roger Thomas

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 General government

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 557 amends KRS 64 to specify that necessary office expenses budgeted for offices of county clerk, sheriff, and jailer in larger counties shall include discretionary funds.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 557 on local governments is indeterminable. The bill amends KRS 64.345 to allow affected office holders in Jefferson County, Lexington-Fayette County, and an estimated eight other counties with a population of 70,000 and above to be able to include discretionary funds in their necessary office expense funds. Generally, necessary office expense funds go toward operating the offices. The bill does not appear to affect the setting of the necessary expense amount, which is done by the legislative body or fiscal court, but seems to allow the affected offices some discretionary funds within the context of the necessary office funds. The measure does not set out a total for the discretionary funds. While the bill does not indicate how the discretionary funds can be used, an official with the Jefferson County Sheriff's Department explained they could be used for unanticipated or incidental expenses, such as purchasing a plaque to honor an employee.
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