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AN ACT relating to the control of pest plants.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 146 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Pest Plant Board is created within the Natural Resource and Environmental Protection Cabinet for the purpose of protecting the Commonwealth's land and waters, whether they are developed, agricultural, or natural, from the negative impacts of noxious weeds. For the purposes of this section, a noxious weed is a non-native, invasive plant whose presence is detrimental to crops or other desirable plants, livestock, land or other property, or is injurious to the public health. The mission of the board is to:

(a)
Raise awareness and promote public understanding of the threat posed by noxious weeds;

(b)
Facilitate the exchange of information concerning the management and control of noxious weeds; and

(c)
Work to achieve these ends through existing state and local agencies, industries, and organizations.
(2)
Board members shall include these agency representatives to serve at the pleasure of their respective cabinet secretaries:

(a)
Two (2) representatives of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet, one each from the Nature Preserves Commission and the Division of Forestry, to be appointed by the secretary of the cabinet;

(b)
A representative of the Transportation Cabinet to be appointed by the secretary of the cabinet;

(c)
A representative from the Department of Agriculture to be appointed by the commissioner;

(d)
Two (2) representatives from the Tourism Development Cabinet, one each from the Department of Parks and the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, to be appointed by the secretary of the cabinet; and

(e)
The Extension Professor of Weed Science or other appointee from the University of Kentucky School of Agronomy to be appointed by the dean.

(3)
Additional board members shall be appointed by the Governor from slates of nominees prepared as follows:
(a)
A representative from the utility industry to be nominated by the director of the Division of Energy;
(b)
A representative to be nominated by the Kentucky Horticulture Council;
(c)
A representative to be nominated by the Kentucky Exotic Pest Plant Council; and

(d)
A representative to be nominated by the Kentucky Academy of Science.
(4)
Members appointed pursuant to subsection (3) of this section shall serve terms of two years, except that the terms of the first members to be appointed pursuant to subsection (3)(c) and (d) shall be one year. Members may be re-nominated and appointed to additional terms. Vacancies will be filled by the respective appointing bodies.

(5)
The representatives of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet shall serve as co-chairs.

(6)
The board shall meet at the call of the chair or if a meeting is requested by four (4) members. The board may meet as needed but not to exceed four (4) meetings in a calendar year.

(7)
Board members shall not be compensated but shall be reimbursed in accordance with KRS 45.101 for expenses incurred in connection with their official duties as members of the board.

(8)
In carrying out the provisions of this section, the board shall, by administrative regulations promulgated under the provisions of KRS Chapter 13A:

(a)
Adopt definitions of "control," "contain," "eradicate," and such other terms as may be necessary;

(b)
Adopt a state noxious weed list, classifying the weeds on the list, and making such changes or findings as it deems necessary for the inclusion of weeds on the list. This list shall supersede any similar list in statute or regulation. The list may also identify and recommend native alternatives for listed plants; and

(c)
Adopt other administrative regulations reasonably necessary to implement or carry out the purposes of this section.

(9)
The Board shall distribute the list to: 
(a)
The appointing bodies listed in subsections (2) and (3) of this section, who shall disseminate the list to appropriate agencies, membership, or subdivisions;
(b)
Such media outlets as may ensure statewide distribution to interested members of the public; and
(c)
Any educational institution, agency, organization, or business engaged in extension services, teaching, or research in the areas of agronomy, horticulture, or similar disciplines.
(10)
The Board may:

(a)
Apply for and receive grants, state or federal appropriations, or any other moneys as may become available for the board's purposes; and
(b)
Expend or disburse funds in furtherance of the board's purposes.
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