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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to undertake a comprehensive study on the effects of wireless phone use on driving performance.

WHEREAS, there are currently over 100 million wireless telephone subscribers in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the effect of this technology on the safety of the motoring public has become a major topic of debate in recent years, with over 40 states considering legislation restricting the use of wireless phones while driving; and

WHEREAS, in 2001, New York became the first state to ban the use of hand held wireless phones while operating a motor vehicle; and

WHEREAS, to date much of the evidence regarding the safety of wireless phones is anecdotal; and

WHEREAS, the comprehensive laboratory studies that have been done seem to suggest that any wireless phone use, even "hands free" phone use, causes drivers to experience tunnel vision and a phenomenon know as inattention blindness; and

WHEREAS, these studies suggest that wireless phone use may be a greater distraction than others normally found while operating a motor vehicle; and

WHEREAS, the ever evolving telecommunications revolution has resulted in the introduction of personal communications systems, wireless hand held devices with the capacity to send and receive e-mail and surf the internet; and

WHEREAS, NHTSA's most recent study on driver distraction was published in 1997; and

WHEREAS, a current, major, comprehensive study is required to help identify the severity of the effect of wireless phone use and other wireless technology use on driver safety;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is requested to conduct a comprehensive study on the effect of wireless phone use and other wireless technology use on driver performance, attention and safety.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Dr. Jeffery W. Runge, Administrator, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 400 7th Street SW, Washington, DC 20590.
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