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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the manufacturers of automobiles and wireless telephones to work in concert to create new wireless phone technology that reduces driver distraction.

WHEREAS, there are currently over 100 million wireless telephone subscribers in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the effect of this technology on the safety of the motoring public has become a major topic of debate in recent years, with over 40 states considering legislation restricting the use of wireless phones while driving; and

WHEREAS, the comprehensive laboratory studies that have been done seem to suggest that any wireless phone use, even "hands free" phone use, causes drivers to experience tunnel vision and a phenomenon known as inattention blindness; and

WHEREAS, these studies underscore the need for new technology to make wireless phones safer and less of a distraction to drivers; and

WHEREAS, the ever evolving telecommunications revolution that has occurred since the introduction of commercial wireless telephones in 1983, bodes well for the development of new technologies in wireless phones that reduce driver distraction;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly encourages the manufacturers of automobiles and wireless phones to work in concert to develop new technologies to reduce the driver distraction associated with wireless phones.
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