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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION authorizing a study of prisoners in county jails.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   There is hereby created the County Jail Study Commission, which shall study the issue of prisoners in county jails, including, but not limited to, the following:

(1)
Costs associated with providing necessary medical, dental, and psychological care for indigent prisoners;

(2)
Costs associated with providing necessary medical, dental, or psychological care, beyond routine care and diagnostic services, for prisoners held according to a contractual agreement between the state and county;

(3)
Whether the reimbursement allowance from the state to the county for portions of the costs of necessary medical, dental, or psychological care for prisoners exceeding two thousand dollars ($2,000) should be decreased;

(4)
The number of indigent prisoners in county jails;

(5)
Costs associated with holding prisoners in county jails prior to the sentencing of the prisoners and whether a reimbursement by the Department of Corrections at the usual per diem cost of housing prisoners is sufficient;

(6)
Costs associated with holding a person in custody due to a charge that culminated in a dismissal, acquittal, or other disposition not amounting to a conviction and whether a reimbursement by the Department of Corrections at the usual per diem cost of housing prisoners is sufficient.

Section 2.   The President of the Senate shall appoint two (2) members of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint two (2) members of the House of Representatives to the commission. The President of the Senate shall appoint one (1) legislative member as a co-chair, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint one (1) legislative member as a co-chair of the commission. In addition to the legislative members, the commission shall consist of the following members:

(1)
One (1) member of the Kentucky Jailers' Association appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of three (3) names submitted by the association;

(2)
One (1) member of the Kentucky County Judge/Executives Association from a county operating a full service jail appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of three (3) names submitted by the association;

(3)
One (1) member of the County Judge/Executives Association from a county operating a life safety jail appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of three (3) names submitted by the association;

(4)
The commissioner of the Department of Corrections, or designee; and

(5)
The state budget director, or designee.

Section 3.   The County Jail Study Commission is directed to report its findings and provide recommendations regarding statutory or regulatory changes necessary to improve the county jails. The commission shall submit a final report of its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission and the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue by November 1, 2003.

Section 4.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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