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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Transportation Committee to study safety issues involving remote controlled trains.

WHEREAS, freight railroads play a vital role in moving Kentucky's economy, employing over 5,300 residents who serve our state's coal, manufacturing, automobile, agriculture, and chemical industries by transporting over four million carloads of freight on 2,800 miles of railroad throughout the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, technology is rapidly advancing and becoming more and more an integral part of today's society; and

WHEREAS, no one questions the many positive achievements technology has brought into our world, as well as into each and every working environment; and

WHEREAS, while it would be foolish to attempt to limit technological advancements, we maintain a responsibility to protect our citizens and ensure that all working environments are as safe as possible; and

WHEREAS, over the past decade the railroad industry has seen the rise in the use of remote controlled locomotive technology in railroad yard operations; and

WHEREAS, several rail yards in Kentucky are currently using remote controlled technology on a daily basis which results in trains being moved and directed at up to 10 or 15 miles per hour by two crew members walking on the ground at the front and the rear of the train; and

WHEREAS, the technology is so new to this state that the legislature needs to be fully apprised of how remote controlled train technology works in order to ensure the safety of not only the men and women working in our rail yards, but the general public as well; and

WHEREAS, the Interim Joint Committee on Transportation is the logical legislative group to undertake a study of remote controlled train technology and the safety issues involved with using remote controlled trains;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Interim Joint Committee on Transportation is directed to study remote controlled train technology and the safety issues involved with using remote controlled trains.

Section 2.   The Interim Joint Committee on Transportation shall complete its study of remote controlled train technology and related safety issues not later than October 31, 2003. If the Committee determines that legislative recommendations are appropriate, the recommendations shall be turned into legislative proposals for introduction on the first day of the 2004 Regular Session.

Section 3.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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