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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources to study the issue of farm land use in Kentucky.

WHEREAS, it is prudent for Kentucky to consider and evaluate alternative approaches to farmland use and choose solutions that balance the public purposes of economic development and growth with the public purposes of conserving productive farmland and preserving Kentucky's unique scenic features; and

WHEREAS, there exists an obvious need to protect our valuable agricultural land for food and fiber production and to critically and fairly assess the impact of its conversion to nonagricultural use; and

WHEREAS, it is critical that Kentucky supports improving the utilization and productivity of its agricultural lands, which are of statewide importance, by reviewing and evaluating the impact of state and agency land acquisition of farmland; and

WHEREAS, it is crucial to assess state, county and local activities that may contribute to or require the conversion of farm land to nonfarm use; and

WHEREAS, there continues to be a need to initiate and promote the coordination of state organizations, as well as their initiatives, that are concerned with the conversion of farmland to other uses; and

WHEREAS, there remains a need to provide accurate data and current information to state, county and local leadership in an effort to promote dialogue and collaborative goal-setting with the intent of facilitating comprehensive and strategic approaches to addressing the issue of farmland use;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   During the 2003 legislative interim, the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources is directed to study the issue of farmland use and the effect that farmland conversion is having on agricultural producers.

Section 2.   This honorable body declares its support for the development of policies and related legislation having the effect of evaluating, monitoring and reducing the conversion of Kentucky's farmland to nonfarm use.

Section 3.   The study shall include recommendations on policies and related legislation including but not limited to the following:

(1)
Economic growth and development variables affecting agricultural land conversion rates;

(2)
Impact of farmland conversion rates on Kentucky's agricultural industry;

(3)
Impact of converting farmland to nonfarm use, as it relates to rural and urban land valuation; and

(4)
Any other policy areas or legislative provisions deemed by the committee to be in the interest of evaluating, monitoring and reducing the conversion of Kentucky's farmland to nonfarm use.

Section 4.   The committee shall report its findings and recommendations for legislative action to the Legislative Research Commission by December 31, 2003.

Section 5.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof and designate a study completion date.
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