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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION designating September as Character Education Month in Kentucky.

WHEREAS, character education strives to teach and reinforce core ethical values of caring, honesty, fairness, responsibility, and respect for self and others; and

WHEREAS, effective character education programs encompass positive development of the cognitive, emotional, and behavioral aspects of all Kentucky students; and

WHEREAS, character education requires an intentional, proactive, and comprehensive approach to developing and implementing the core ethical values in all aspects of life; and

WHEREAS, character education must be embodied in a caring school community that provides students the opportunity to develop core values by participating in cooperative learning groups, reaching consensus in class meetings and projects, carrying out service learning projects, and reducing fights and other altercations on playgrounds and other recreational settings; and

WHEREAS, character education has direct application to the development of higher level academic skills, including problem-solving, tolerance for other perspectives or points of view, and the development and testing of options and alternatives to resolve conflicts or disputes; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky General Assembly in the year 2000 declared character education as one of the basic skills Kentucky public schools should ensure students have developed prior to graduation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The month of September is designated as Character Education month and the Department of Education is encouraged to publicize and promote the efforts of Kentucky public schools to instill the core values of self-sufficiency, altruism, citizenship, courtesy, honesty, human worth, justice, knowledge, respect, responsibility, and self-discipline in Kentucky students.
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