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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating the Task Force on Inter-County Cooperation.

WHEREAS, local government is the level of government that is closest and most responsive to the people of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, local government is the level of government that can most effectively respond to the basic needs of the people of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, local government is the level of government that is most constrained in its ability to raise sufficient revenues to meet the growing needs of the people of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, local government is the level of government where the pooling of resources will most obviously bring the greatest degree of cost efficiency in the delivery of needed services;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is hereby directed to create the Task Force on Inter-County Cooperation, which shall examine the possibilities available for counties to create interlocal agreements that allow economies of scale and cost savings in the provision of services. The task force shall also examine options available to the Commonwealth to provide incentives for counties to enter into interlocal agreements for the provision of services among counties.

Section 2.   The Task Force on Inter-County Cooperation shall be composed of the following twelve members:

(1)
Two members of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate;

(2)
Two members of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House Representatives;

(3)
The commissioner of the Department for Local Government, or the commissioner's designee;

(4)
The secretary of the Transportation Cabinet, or the secretary's designee;

(5)
Two county officials, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of four nominees submitted by the governing body of the Kentucky Association of Counties;

(6)
Two county judge/executives, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of four nominees submitted by the governing body of the Kentucky County Judge/Executive Association; and

(7)
Two county magistrates, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of four nominees submitted by the governing body of the Kentucky County Magistrate Association.

The co-chairs shall be appointed by the Legislative Research Commission. The task force shall examine the possibilities for greater efficiencies and cost savings to counties through the creation of effective interlocal agreements allowing the provision of services across county boundaries. The task force shall examine how the Commonwealth may provide incentives for the creation of these interlocal agreements.

Section 3.   The Task Force on Inter-County Cooperation shall report its findings to the Legislative Research Commission no later than August 1, 2003.

Section 4.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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