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A JOINT RESOLUTION mandating the Transportation Cabinet to take various actions regarding agritourism signs.

WHEREAS, farmers are the backbone of our society, not only in Kentucky but nationally as well; and

WHEREAS, if not for the countless hours our farmers toil to provide food and livestock the entire world would go hungry; and

WHEREAS, an unfortunate result of America's "fast-paced society" is that more and more people traveling our highways are unaware of the jewels of local interest they are bypassing due to limited highway signage; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's farmers desperately need assistance in promoting their goods and services to the general public;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within thirty days of the effective date of this Resolution, request permission from the Federal Highway Administration to experiment with placing agritourism signs within the highway right-of-way of any road. The request shall address both year-round and seasonal operations. The cabinet shall request that agritourism signs be exempt from the requirements of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices regarding reflectivity and design specifications for guide signs normally placed in a highway right-of-way.

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall report one time to the Interim Joint Committee on Transportation, not later than December 1, 2003, on the status of the request to the Federal Highway Administration.

Section 3.   If the Federal Highway Administration approves the Transportation Cabinet's request relating to placing agritourism signs in the highway right-of-way, the cabinet shall amend its administrative regulations to include agritourism signs that will be as permissive and friendly as possible to farms and agricultural events. The amended administrative regulation shall not conflict with the provisions of this Resolution and shall not delay, impede, or prohibit in any way the rapid promotion of agritourism and the placement of agritourism signs.

Section 4.   If the Federal Highway Administration denies the Transportation Cabinet's request to place agritourism signs in the highway right-of-way, the cabinet shall prepare a legislative proposal for the 2004 Regular Session that develops a method of placing agritourism signs in the most visible location to comply with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. The legislative proposal shall also address how to erect panel boards that comply with the Manual and utilize reasonably priced logos for agritourism that may easily be put up and taken down for temporary agricultural events.
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