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A JOINT RESOLUTION recognizing the contributions, potential, and special needs of small farmers in Kentucky, and black farm operators specifically.

WHEREAS, small-scale producers are the foundation of Kentucky's agricultural landscape and are in need of sustainable income that will replace lost tobacco revenues; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that the State recognize and assess the value of partnerships between the Commonwealth and its farmers, specifically farmers who are transitioning from a primarily tobacco-based income to more diverse crops and entrepreneurial operations; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's small farms represent 77% of all farms in the Commonwealth, but account for only 14% of the market value of agricultural products sold in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, small farms account for 69% of the tobacco-producing operations, 67% of the vegetable growers, 73% of the fruit and berry producers, and 51% of the nursery and greenhouse operators in the state; and

WHEREAS, there are 523 black farms in the state; 88% of these operations have less than $25,000 in sales annually; and 78% are full owners of their operation, organized primarily as sole proprietorships; and

WHEREAS, 56% of Kentucky's black farm operators produce tobacco as their principal source of income while beef cattle ranching is the secondary source of income, accounting for 23% of the market value of agricultural products sold by black farmers; and

WHEREAS, the State should encourage relevant state agencies and offices to develop long-term strategies that acknowledge and address the special needs of small farmers in general, and black farmers specifically; and

WHEREAS, relevant state agencies and offices should endeavor to develop and implement programs and policies that assist small farmers with gaining access to tobacco settlement funds, technical resources to aid in the diversification of their farming operations, capital, low-cost loan programs, and business development support services; and

WHEREAS, it is important to encourage and recognize the importance of joint ventures between black farmers and the Commonwealth, state and regional universities, private corporations, and nonprofit organizations, particularly those that receive state funds; and

WHEREAS, there is limited and time-lapsed agricultural data on the current status of black farmers in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, there is insufficient representation of black farmers on agricultural committees, boards, councils, and commissions;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Governor's Commission on Family Farms and the Kentucky Center for Agricultural Development and Entrepreneurship shall conduct a joint comprehensive study on the status of black farmers in Kentucky. The study shall be completed and a report and recommendations shall be submitted to the Legislative Research Commission, the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources, and the Kentucky Department of Agriculture no later than September 30, 2003.

The report shall include but not be limited to the following:

(1)
An outline of the demographic structure of black farmers in Kentucky;

(2)
An assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of and opportunities and threats faced by black farmers, particularly regarding market competitiveness in Kentucky;

(3)
A Catalog of all relevant agricultural committees, commissions, councils, and boards to determine if the current level of participation by black farmers in these groups is representative of the number of black farmers in the state of Kentucky;

(4)
Recommendations for addressing deficiencies in meeting black farmer's needs; and

(5)
Recommendations for capitalizing on state resources that would enable black farmers to take advantage of opportunities and overcome threats.

Section 2.   The Kentucky Department of Agriculture shall develop and implement programs that address the recommendations of the study and track, catalog, monitor, and maintain information pertaining to the status and progress of black farmers in the state. The Department shall submit progress reports to this effect on a quarterly basis to begin no later than September 30, 2004. The progress reports shall be submitted to the Legislative Research Commission and the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources.

Section 3.   The Kentucky Center for Cooperative Development shall develop and implement a program that supports and facilitates the development and growth of black farming cooperatives. The Center shall submit progress reports to this effect on a quarterly basis to begin no later than September 30, 2004. The progress reports shall be submitted to the Legislative Research Commission and the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources.

Section 4.   The Kentucky Farm Service Agency and the Kentucky Agricultural Statistics Service shall work together to develop and implement a campaign to ensure and encourage the participation of small farm operators and black farm operators in the 2002 Census of Agriculture.
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