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A JOINT RESOLUTION declaring February 6 as the annual "Safe Return Day" for individuals with Alzheimer's Disease in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, Alzheimer's disease causes millions of Americans to lose their ability to recognize familiar places and faces, and to become disoriented and lost in their neighborhoods or far from home; and

WHEREAS, this behavior can be dangerous and life-threatening to individuals with Alzheimer's disease and it is very stressful for caregivers; and

WHEREAS, the Safe Return Program of the Alzheimer's Association assists with the location, identification, and safe and timely return of individuals with Alzheimer's disease and related dementia who wander and become lost; and

WHEREAS, help is provided to reunite lost individuals with their caregivers across the nation through a network of community-based chapters, and registration in the national database of emergency phone numbers and photographs maintained by the Safe Return Program; and

WHEREAS, nationally, over 93,000 individuals with Alzheimer's disease have been registered with the Safe Return Program and the program has assisted over 7,400 individuals to return home safely; and

WHEREAS, public safety, law enforcement, emergency medical, and transit personnel are most likely to be called upon when a person with dementia or Alzheimer's disease has wandered; and

WHEREAS, we are proud of the professionalism of our law enforcement, public safety, emergency medical, and transit personnel, and we recognize and commend their efforts and sensitivity in dealing with individuals with Alzheimer's disease who have wandered; and

WHEREAS, more individuals who need assistance would be helped by the Safe Return Program; and

WHEREAS, the Safe Return Program should be incorporated into the training of public safety, emergency medical, and transit personnel to help them recognize the signs of Alzheimer's disease and dementia, communicate with these individuals, and provide them with needed assistance;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Governor is directed to proclaim February 6 of each year as "Safe Return Day" for individuals with Alzheimer's disease in the Commonwealth of Kentucky as a symbol of appreciation to all caregivers of individuals with Alzheimer's disease.
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