UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  02/12/03
03 REG. SESS.
03 RS BR 1531


A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet to end the Northern Kentucky Emissions Check program.

WHEREAS, in various areas of the Commonwealth vehicle emissions testing (VET) programs have operated since 1984; and

WHEREAS, the VET programs' purpose is to control certain emissions of air pollutants that are regulated under the federal Clean Air Act for the protection of public health; and

WHEREAS, since 1984, the regulation of pollutants has tightened and technological controls on a variety of air emission sources, including vehicles, have improved; and

WHEREAS, gasoline formulations have changed and will continue to change to reduce harmful components; and

WHEREAS; approximately 98% of vehicles tested pass the first time tested for emissions; and

WHEREAS, VET programs are seen by many citizens as an imposition, unnecessary, and ineffective to achieve the program's purpose; and

WHEREAS, federal law allows various approaches to attaining air quality; and

WHEREAS; KRS 224.20-715 provides that "The cabinet shall administer or provide for a comprehensive vehicle emission control program which may require the annual inspection of vehicles in counties designated by federal Environmental Protection Agency regulation to be nonattainment for ozone, carbon monoxide, or nitrogen dioxide if a program is necessary or prudent to meet federal air quality standards and if no Federal Environmental Protection agency approved program is being operated by an air pollution control district, county fiscal court, or combination of county fiscal courts"; and

WHEREAS, the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet by administrative regulation 401 KAR 65:010 requires the establishment of VET programs in "Vehicle Emission Control Areas" which are defined in that administrative regulation as counties in which the entire county has been designated "moderate ozone nonattainment"; and

WHEREAS, the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet's administrative regulation 401 KAR 65:010 also provides that the VET programs established pursuant to the administrative regulation shall continue upon redesignation of the program areas to "attainment" for ozone; and

WHEREAS, the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet's Northern Kentucky Emissions Check vehicle emissions testing program is currently operating in counties which are no longer designated "moderate ozone nonattainment"; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth's only other VET program operates in an area that is also no longer in nonattainment status and will be eliminated by November 1, 2003;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet is directed to close the Northern Kentucky Emissions Check program on or before November 1, 2003, and to cease on or before November 1, 2003, all such vehicle emissions testing as provided for in 401 KAR 65.010 in the area served by the Northern Kentucky Emissions Check testing program.

Section 2.   The Finance and Administration Cabinet is directed to terminate its price contract with Envirotest Systems Corp. on or before November 1, 2003.

Section 3.   The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet and the Transportation Cabinet are directed to take any and all measures necessary to ensure that no motor vehicle owner whose vehicle is subject to testing by the Northern Kentucky Emissions Check testing program is subject to any penalty or denied vehicle registration after October 31, 2003, for failure to comply with Northern Kentucky Emissions Check program requirements prior to November 1, 2003.

Section 4.   In order to more directly control the air pollution control program requirements in the area served by the Northern Kentucky Emissions Check program, the counties within the area served by the program are encouraged to consider the benefits which may be provided by becoming functioning air pollution control districts as provided for in KRS Chapter 77.
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