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A JOINT RESOLUTION establishing the Kentucky Commission on Efficient Government and declaring an emergency.

WHEREAS, Kentucky's Governor Paul Patton reported in "An Assessment of Kentucky's Fiscal Condition," in November 2002, that the state was facing a major budget shortfall through fiscal year 2003-2004; and

WHEREAS, the assessment reported that the budget crisis would force the Commonwealth to reallocate funding and make cuts to existing programs; and

WHEREAS, given the continuing national economic downturn, the possibility of international warfare, and the growing threats of terrorism, the citizens of Kentucky currently face considerable uncertainty and this vast uncertainty necessitates a thorough examination of all state government operations; and

WHEREAS, additional state agency budget reductions are necessary to accommodate the budget shortfall and its impact through fiscal year 2003-2004; and

WHEREAS, a comprehensive, judicious, and thorough examination of the operations of state agencies is an essential first step toward eliminating waste and restructuring programs to become more efficient and effective; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's state government has undertaken previous initiatives for improving government efficiency, including the 1993 Governor's Commission on Quality and Efficiency and Governor Paul Patton's EMPOWER Kentucky programs; and

WHEREAS, there is an immediate need to examine all expenditures in the executive branch budget in order to address this crisis, develop cost-cutting recommendations, and limit adverse impacts on the delivery of needed services;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Commission on Efficient Government is created to assess all state executive branch agencies, departments, commissions, boards, councils, and other entities and recommend improvements that will foster accountability, promote efficiency, produce cost savings, cut waste, improve the quality of service, and provide a more cost-effective government for Kentucky taxpayers.

Section 2.   The Kentucky Commission on Efficient Government shall be composed of the following 17 members:

(1)
Two members of the Kentucky House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House, one of whom shall be appointed co-chair by the Speaker of the House;

(2)
Two members of the Kentucky Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate, one of whom shall be appointed co-chair by the President of the Senate;

(3)
The secretary of the Personnel Cabinet, or the secretary's designee;

(4)
The secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet, or the secretary's designee;

(5)
Three officials from executive branch agencies, appointed by the co-chairs of the Legislative Research Commission acting jointly, from a list of 10 nominees submitted by the Governor no later than 30 days after the effective date of this Act; and

(6)
Eight individuals residing in Kentucky and representing Kentucky's business, industry, or civic communities, four of whom shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and four of whom shall be appointed by the President of the Senate.

Section 3.   The co-chairs of the Kentucky Commission on Efficient Government may establish committees and subcommittees, which may be composed of members of the commission and others who are not members of the Commission but serve in a nonvoting advisory capacity.

Section 4.   The Legislative Research Commission shall provide staff support for the commission, and cabinet secretaries and the heads of other state agencies shall assist the commission in whatever manner the commission deems that these officials can be helpful.

Section 5.   The major objectives of the commission shall be to:

(1)
Examine the current structure of the executive branch of state government including constitutional offices, personnel systems, boards, commissions, councils, and related entities with a focus on identifying programs that are duplicative or outdated, and streamlining and coordinating programs to improve service delivery;

(2)
Identify short- and long-term strategies and practices that can impact efficiency, quality of service, cost effectiveness and accountability, including better use of technology and management tools, and maximization of the use of revenue from all sources;

(3)
Review previous state government management improvement initiatives, including the report of the 1993 Governor's Commission on Quality and Efficiency, the Empower Kentucky program, and similar initiatives in other states, to identify best practices which have resulted in elimination of waste and improved services and which should be considered for implementation or enhancement.

Section 6.   The Commission shall develop recommendations for improving the efficiency of all state executive branch programs and submit a preliminary report to the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue at its regular October 2003 meeting, and submit a final report, including legislative and management recommendations, to the Legislative Research Commission by December 30, 2003.

Section 7.   Pursuant to KRS Chapter 7.110, the Legislative Research Commission may authorize the commission to subpoena witnesses, documents, reports, and data in both electronic and written form, and any other materials which may be useful in achieving its goal.

Section 8.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.

Section 9.   The commission created in Section 1 of this resolution shall expire on December 31, 2003.

Section 10.   Whereas the General Assembly finds the need to prudently and thoroughly evaluate all state executive branch expenditures in order to respond to projected budget shortfalls, an emergency is declared to exist and this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming law.
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